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On Stage: Edison Theatre unveils 
36th OVATIONS! Series schedule 
Medical News: Women's 
rate of alcoholism on the rise 
Washington People: Henry Biggs, 
associate dean, Renaissance man 
MRS SANDRA JEAN HOFFMANN 
CAMPUS BOX 8132 
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A time for celebration and reflection 
This week, many students from the Class of 2008 
leave Washington University as doctors, lawyers, 
business people or artists. Others move on to pur- 
sue advanced degrees, to further their research in their 
chosen fields or to simply find their place in the world. 
All depart knowing that their contribution — 
whether it be as momentous as a breakthrough discov- 
ery or as simple as an encouraging smile to an uncertain 
friend — has left a lasting mark on the University com- 
munity. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton will confer degrees at 
the 147th Commencement ceremony, which begins at 
8:30 a.m. May 16 in Brookings Quadrangle. The 2,655 
candidates will receive 2,790 degrees, of which 1,507 are 
undergraduate and 1,283 are graduate and professional. 
There are 544 doctoral candidates, comprising 111 
for the doctor of philosophy 
degree from the Graduate 
School of Arts & Sciences, four 
for the doctor of science 
degree from the Graduate 
School of Engineering 8c 
Applied Science, 244 for the 
juris doctoris degree from the 
School of Law, two for the juris 
scientiae doctoris from the 
School of Law and 183 for 
degrees from the School of 
Medicine. 
In the event of rain, 
Commencement still will take 
place in the Quad. If the weather turns violent, the cere- 
mony for undergraduates will be moved to the Athletic 
Complex, and graduate and professional degrees will be 
bestowed at each respective school's Commencement 
reception (see listing on page 4). 
Streaming video of the ceremony will be broadcast 
online at commencement.wustl.edu. The Web cast can 
be viewed in Room 110 of January Hall and in Rooms 
100 (wheelchair accessible) and 118 of Brown Hall. 
Chris Matthews — host of "Hardball with Chris 
Matthews" on MSNBC — will deliver the Commence- 
ment address. 
Matthews also hosts "The Chris Matthews Show," a 
syndicated weekly news program produced by NBC 
News, and is a regular commentator on NBC's "Today" 
show. He will receive an honorary doctor of humane 
letters during the ceremony. 
Matthews, the host of "Hardball" since 1997, is no 
stranger to the Washington University campus. He cov- 
ered the 2004 presidential debates at WUSTL and was 
the keynote speaker for Founders Day that same year. 
Matthews has distinguished himself as a broadcast 
See Ceremony, Page 11 
More inside 
Commencement events 
calendar. Page 4 
Gallery of Graduates: 
Profiles of 12 outstand- 
ing WUSTL students. 
Pages 5-10 
Other Commencement 
speakers. Page 11 
Ifs finally here! The 2,655 candidates who will receive 2,790 degrees hope to be as happy on May 16 as these three 
women were last year. The 147th Commencement begins at 8:30 a.m. in Brookings Quadrangle. 
Student speaker Chopra's message to classmates: It's up to us' 
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES 
Focus on the path to the goal. The 
journey is what matters most. 
That is the advice Karan Chopra has 
subscribed to all of his life. As president 
of the class of 2008, Chopra will share 
more of his perspectives and his experi- 
ences at the University when he takes 
the podium at WUSTL's 147th 
Commencement ceremonies May 16. 
"This has been the most amazing 
four years of my life," said Chopra, who 
has successfully com- 
pleted a rigorous pre- 
med course of study 
and will receive a 
bachelor's degree in 
biology in Arts & 
Sciences. 
"You can develop 
socially and academi- 
cally here and find 
your niche," Chopra 
said. "Although I have tried to experi- 
ence all that WUSTL has to offer, there 
Chopra 
is still so much left to do." 
An ambitious high-school student 
who played tennis and took member- 
ship in National Honor Society serious- 
ly, Chopra honed a work ethic he wit- 
nessed at the knee of his father, a 
researcher in immunology who moved 
his family from Chandigarh, India, to 
Columbia, Md., more than 20 years ago 
to do postdoctoral research at Johns 
Hopkins University. 
"My family has gready influenced 
See Speaker, Page 11 
Tumor weaknesses can be exploited 
1 
BY GWEN ERICSON 
Tumors have a unique vulnera- 
bility that can be exploited to 
make them more sensitive to heat 
and radiation, School of 
Medicine researchers report. 
WUSTL radiation oncology 
researchers found that tumors 
have a built-in mechanism that 
protects them from heat (hyper- 
thermia) damage and most likely 
decreases the benefit of hyper- 
thermia and radiation as a com- 
bined therapy. 
By interfering with that pro- 
tection, the researchers have 
shown that tumor cells grown in 
culture can be made more sensi- 
tive to hyperthermia-enhanced 
radiation therapy. The findings 
were reported in the May 1 issue 
of Cancer Research. 
Radiation therapy is a main- 
stay of cancer treatment but 
doesn't always completely control 
tumors. For several years, raising 
tumor temperature has been 
investigated as a radiation thera- 
py enhancer with few adverse side 
effects. 
"Past research has shown that 
hyperthermia is one of the most 
potent ways to increase cell- 
killing by radiation," said senior 
author Tej K. Pandita, Ph.D., 
associate professor of radiation 
oncology and of genetics and 
a Siteman Cancer Center re- 
searcher. 
"But now we've found that 
heat also enhances the activity of 
an enzyme called telomerase in 
cancer cells," he said. "Telomerase 
helps protect the cells from 
stress-induced damage and allows 
some of them to survive. We used 
compounds that inhibit telom- 
erase and showed that cancer 
cells then become easier to 
destroy with hyperthermia and 
radiation used in combination." 
Telomerase repairs the ends of 
chromosomes by maintaining the 
stability of specialized cellular 
structures called telomeres after 
cells divide. Without telomerase, 
the number of cell divisions is 
limited. Telomerase is not active 
in most normal human cells but 
is active in most cancer cells, 
which rely on telomerase to con- 
tinue to proliferate. 
Pandita's research group found 
that moderately turning up the 
heat also turns up the activity of 
telomerase in tumor cells. The 
researchers found that if they 
inactivated telomerase and then 
increased the temperature of 
tumor cells, more cells were killed 
by ionizing radiation. Because 
nearly all cancers have telom- 
erase, drugs that turn off its activ- 
ity could be useful against many 
cancers. 
The researchers tested three 
compounds, and one, GRN163L, 
more strongly inhibited telom- 
erase than the others. Many 
groups are studying GRN163L as 
an anticancer therapeutic, and it 
recendy received clearance by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin- 
istration to enter human phase 
I/II clinical testing in chronic 
See Tumors, Page 4 
Leax named dean of College 
and Graduate School of Art 
One-year appointment begins July 1 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
Ronald Leax, the Halsey 
Cooley Ives Professor of 












E. Desmond Lee Professor for 
Collaboration in the Arts. 
Leax will lead the College of 
Art and the Graduate School 
of Art. The one-year appoint- 
ment begins July 1. Leax will 
succeed Jeff Pike, the Jane 
Leax 
Reuter Hitzeman and Herbert 
F. Hitzeman, Jr. Professor of Art. 
Pike has served as dean of art 
since 1999. He will return to 
full-time teaching following a 
sabbatical year. 
"Jeff Pike has helped shep- 
herd the College and Graduate 
School of Art through a period 
of great transformation," Col- 
angelo said. "He was instrumen- 
tal in launching the Sam Fox 
School, which combined exist- 
ing programs in art and archi- 
tecture; and in planning and 
developing our wonderful new 
facilities by Fumihiko Maki. 
"I am extraordinarily grateful 
for both his stewardship and his 
friendship," he said. 
During his tenure, Pike 
developed a range of interdisci- 
See Leax, Page 4 
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2008-09 OVATIONS' Series announced by Edison 
Schedule invites audiences to enjoy and engage 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
Since 1973, the Edison 
Theatre OVATIONS! Series 
has presented both new 
works and innovative interpreta- 
tions of classical material by 
nationally and internationally 
renowned artists. The 2008-09 
season, the Edison's 36th, will fea- 
ture more than a dozen dance, 
music and theatrical events — 
including several St. Louis and 
world premieres — designed to 
challenge, educate and inspire. 
"Once again, the OVATIONS! 
Series explores new ways of see- 
ing the fresh and the familiar," 
says Charles E. Robin, executive 
director of Edison Theatre. 
"Favorites return for another 
adventure, and new friends are 
welcomed to the fold. With each 
offering, we invite audiences on 
the journey and encourage them 
to not only enjoy but to engage." 
The OVATIONS! Series will 
open Sept. 26 with Sweet Honey 
in the Rock. For more than three 
decades, this all-female Grammy 
Award-winning a cappella en- 
semble has celebrated the rich 
legacy of African-American musi- 
cal traditions, capturing the 
sounds of spirituals, gospel, 
Blues, African chants and ancient 
lullabies. 
The series continues Oct. 3 
and 4 with two new productions 
by LA. Theatre Works, the 
nation's premiere radio theater 
company. Oct. 3, the company 
will present H.G. Wells' "War of 
the Worlds," adapted by Howard 
Koch. The following evening, 
Oct. 4, will feature a new produc- 
tion of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's 
"The Lost World," adapted by 
John de Lancie and Nat Segaloff. 
The Trey Mclntyre Project 
will bring its groundbreaking 
contemporary ballet to the Edi- 
son stage Oct. 10 and 11. Next 
up, Nov. 7 and 8, is the Luna 
Negra Dance Theatre in "There 
is a Time," a restaging of Jose 
Limon's biblically-inspired mas- 
terwork. 
In January, Edison Theatre 
Men's tennis qualifies 
three for NCAAs 
Juniors Charlie Cutler and Chris 
Hoeland and sophomore John 
Watts will represent WUSTL in 
the NCAA Division III Men's 
Tennis Individual Champion- 
ships, held this weekend, May 
16-18, at the Wallach Tennis 
Center in Lewiston, Maine. 
Cuder and Watts are two of 
32 student-athletes who will com- 
pete in the singles draw, while 
Cutler and Hoeland are one of 
16 doubles teams selected. Last 
season, Cutler and Hoeland lost in 
the quarterfinals, while Watts was 
upended in the national champi- 
onship match. 
Softball ends season 
at NCAA tournament 
The No. 5-seeded softball team 
saw its season come to an end 
May 10 with a 7-0 loss to No. 6- 
seeded Coe College in the quar- 
terfinals of the loser's bracket of 
the NCAA Division HI Cham- 
pionship in Rock Island, 111. 
WUSTL was making its 
seventh consecutive trip to the 
NCAA tournament and ends its 
season with a 25-15 record. 
The Bears defeated Tri-State 
University, 1-0, in the opening 
game and then fell to top-ranked 
DePauw University. 
will sponsor a pair of special 
events. From Jan. 9-18, Edison 
will join forces with St. Louis' own 
Metro Theater Company for an 
all-new production of "To Kill a 
Mockingbird." Adapted by 
Christopher Sergei from the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by 
Harper Lee, this all-ages show tells 
the story of growing up in a small 
Alabama town in 1935 as the trial 
of an African-American man 
turns a community upside down. 
Then, Jan. 23 and 24, Academy 
Award-winner Orympia Dukakis 
will bring her acclaimed Broad- 
way hit "Rose" to the Edison stage. 
Written by Martin Sherman, this 
play-length monologue paints an 
unforgettable portrait of an 
80-year-old Jewish woman from 
the Ukraine, following her life 
from war-torn Warsaw and 
through the Holocaust to postwar 
Atlantic City and modern-day 
Miami Beach. 
Two powerhouses of American 
theater, The Guthrie Theater and 
The Acting Company, will join 
forces Feb. 13 for a new produc- 
tion of William Shakespeare's epic 
"King Henry V." The next day, 
Feb. 14, the companies will pres- 
ent the world premiere of "The 
Spy," a riveting adventure set dur- 
ing the American Revolution, 
adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher from 
the novel by James Fenimore 
Cooper. 
San Francisco's Joe Goode 
Performance Group, in collabo- 
ration with master puppeteer 
Basil Twist, will present "Won- 
derboy" Feb. 20 and 21, an unex- 
pected tale centering on a peculiar 
superhero who is isolated by his 
uncanny ability to empathize with 
everyone. Feb. 27 and 28 find the 
Ahn Trio back on the Edison 
stage. These three sisters — cellist 
Maria, pianist Lucia and violinist 
Angella — breathe new life into 
the standard piano-trio repertoire 
with commissioned works by 
some of today's most visionary 
composers. 
The OVATIONS! season con- 
cludes March 27 and 28 with 
Diavolo, the high-wire Los 
Sports 
Track sets seven 
provisional marks 
The men's and women's track 
and field teams set seven NCAA 
Division III Outdoor Cham- 
pionships provisional qualifying 
times at the Dr. Keeler Invi- 
tational in Naperville, 111., 
May 8-9. 
In the distance events, senior 
Tyler Mulkin finished second 
(17:27.77) and freshman Taryn 
Surtees was third (17:28.33) in 
the 5,000-meter run, while men's 
distance runner Jesse McDaniel 
came in fourth (30:39.59) in the 
10,000-meter run. 
The women's squad had four 
athletes set provisional qualifying 
times. Senior Angela Hartman 
placed second in the 800-meter 
run (2:14.6); senior Abbey 
Hartmann was third (10:56.69) 
and sophomore Hope Rathnam 
was seventh (11:02.4) in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase; and 
junior Danielle Wadlington was 
fifth (15.00) in the 100-meter 
hurdles. 
On the Web 
For complete sports schedules and 
results, go to bearsports.wustl.edu. 
The Ahn Trio returns to Edison in February to breathe new life into piano-trio standards. 
Angeles dance company, in 
"Foreign Bodies." Set to an 
orchestral composition of the 
same title by the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic's Esa-Pekka 
Salonen, this new work examines 
the meaning and experience of 
home, origiq. and family. 
Meanwhile, the popular ova- 
tions! for young people series, 
which offers specially priced 
Saturday matinees for audiences 
of all ages, will open Jan. 24 with 
the extraordinary Michael 
Cooper in "Masked Marvels & 
Wondertales," a breathtaking one- 
man-show that combines mime, 
visual art and outlandish stilt 
dancing. The series continues 
Feb. 28 with a special matinee 
performance by the Ahn Trio 
and concludes March 28 with 
Diavolo. 
Four Bears honored 
by national magazine 
Junior infielder Kerry Kreitman 
and senior outfielder Amy 
Vukovich of the softball team 
were named to the 2008 ESPN 
the Magazine College Division 
Academic All-District VII first 
team, as selected by the College 
Sports Information Directors of 
America. 
In addition, juniors Zander 
Lehmann and Gregg Kennedy of 
the baseball team were honored. 
Lehmann was a district first- 
team selection, while Kennedy 
was named to the district's sec- 
ond team. 
Athletics to host 16th 
annual golf scramble 
The Department of Athletics 
will host its 16th Annual 
W Club Golf Scramble June 9 
at Meadowbrook Country Club 
in Ballwin, Mo. 
The entry fee is $325 per 
golfer, which includes greens 
fees, golf cart, driving range, 
lunch, cocktails, dinner and 
awards. All proceeds benefit 
WUSTL's student-athlete pro- 
grams. 
For more information, con- 
tact Joe Worlund at 935-5247 or 
joew@wusd.edu. 
Tickets to OVATIONS! events 
are $32, $28 for seniors and 
Washington University faculty 
and staff; and $20 for students 
and children. Subscriptions are 
available at the basic level (three, 
four or five events at $28 per tick- 
et) and at the premiere level (six 
or more events at $24 per ticket). 
Tickets to ovations! for young 
people events are $10 each. 
(Subscriptions are available at $6 
per ticket.) 
For more information, call 
935-6543 or e-mail 
Edison@wustl.edu. 
Paredes appointed to SEC 
BY JESSICA MARTIN 
Troy Paredes, J.D., professor of 
law, was nominated by Pres- 
ident George W Bush May 6 to 
serve as one of five commission- 
ers of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC). 
Paredes will take the seat being 
vacated by Paul Atkins. Paredes' 
term will begin June 6, pending 
confirmation by the Senate, and 
will end June 5, 2013. 
"Troy Paredes is an extraordi- 
nary lawyer, teacher and scholar 
who cares about well-functioning 
securities markets," said Kent 
Syverud, J.D., dean and the Ethan 
A.H. Shepley University Professor. 
"He will make an excellent SEC 
commissioner." 
Paredes' expertise focuses on 
issues relating to securities regula- 
tion and corporate governance. 
He is the co-author of the 
leading securities law treatise 
(with former dean Joel Selig- 
man, J.D., and the late Louis 
Loss) and has written extensively 
on a wide range of topics, includ- 
ing the importance of a balanced 
approach to securities regulation. 
Before joining the School of 
Law's faculty, Paredes was a cor- 
porate and regulatory lawyer. As 
an attorney, he worked on a vari- 
ety of transactions, including 
leveraged buyouts, mergers and 
acquisitions; private equity and 
other financings; and regulatory 
matters in the electric industry. 
Paredes earned a bachelor's 
degree in economics from the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
and a law degree from Yale 
University. 
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School of Medicine Update 
Quick thinking by Elward leads to international investigation 
BY BETH MILLER 
In early January, two patients undergoing 
kidney dialysis at St. Louis Children's 
Hospital had sudden, life-threatening 
allergic reactions that caused their eyes, lips 
and tongues to swell, raised their heart 
rates and dropped their blood pressures 
dangerously low. 
After the dialysis staff treated the chil- 
dren with medication to relieve the symp- 
toms, they called Alexis M. Elward, M.D., 
assistant professor of pediatrics and an 
infectious diseases specialist at the hospital, 
who jumped into action to determine the 
cause. Little; did she know it would spark an 
international investigation and a recall of a 
common blood thinner from the market. 
In November 2007, there were similar 
reactions in two patients in the dialysis 
center who had just been connected to the 
dialysis machines. At that time, the staff 
thought the reaction was due to a chemical 
called ethylene oxide used to sterilize the 
dialysis equipment and a common cause of 
allergic reactions in dialysis patients. The 
staff changed chemicals used to sterilize the 
equipment, the machines and their tubing 
to eliminate any traces of ethylene oxide. 
So on that January Friday afternoon, 
when two patients had similar reactions, 
Elward thought that it was some kind of 
chemical causing the reaction, with ethyl- 
ene oxide still at the top of the list. A team 
of about 15 people convened and worked 
late recording lot numbers on medications 
and chemicals, taking cultures of water 
sources and reviewing policies and proce- 
dures. In a literature search of similar inci- 
dents at other dialysis centers, Elward 
found that one possible 
cause was heparin, a 
drug used to prevent 
blood clotting and a 
common cause of aller- 
gic reactions in dialysis 
patients. 
Despite the late hour, 
Elward and the team 
posted warnings about 
the reactions on several 
pediatric and dialysis 
listservs, reported the event to the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
contacted the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and the Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior Services. 
"We have a good infrastructure in terms 
of our ability to do an investigation within 
the hospital," Elward said. "We had resources 
at our fingertips and were able to use the 
partnership between Washington University 
Elward 
and BJC to review the literature, contact the 
right people, do intense-data collection from 
charts and look at this very systematically 
from an epidemiologic perspective. We also 
have such a good relationship with the local 
health department and federal authorities 
that we were able to get a good response 
from them after hours on a Friday." 
By the following Monday, FDA repre- 
sentatives were on site taking heparin sam- 
ples. Elward also contacted Baxter Inter- 
national Inc., which manufactured the 
heparin. The dialysis clinic staff did a 
wholesale change of all equipment, water 
sources and medications — including 
using heparin from a different manufactur- 
er — and relocated the clinic within the 
hospital. 
The CDC posted warnings on a national 
listserv of dialysis units and soon received 
dozens of phone calls and e-mails from 
other centers nationwide reporting patients 
with similar reactions. Of all the patients 
reported to the CDC, three-fourths of 
them had been exposed to heparin. Since 
then, Baxter has recalled its heparin prod- 
ucts in the United States and in several 
other countries. 
"Dr. Elward's swift launch into a cause 
for these reactions at St. Louis Children's 
Hospital was exemplary," said Alan 
L. Schwartz, Ph.D., M.D, the Harriet 
B. Spoehrer Professor and chairman of the 
Department of Pediatrics. "Her attention to 
detail helped the state and federal authori- 
ties in their investigations and likely pro- 
tected other children receiving dialysis 
from having similar reactions." 
"Through tenacious investigations, 
Alexis Elward and her team uncovered a 
situation that has profound ramifications, 
raising questions about international pro- 
duction of pharmaceutical products and 
the role of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration," said Gregory A. Storch, 
M.D., the Ruth L. Siteman Professor of 
Pediatrics and director of the Division of 
Infectious Diseases. "The success of the 
investigation was no accident. It reflected 
Dr. Elward's extreme commitment to 
patient safety and the skill and strength of 
the infection-control teams from SLCH 
and the BJC Infection Control Consor- 
tium." 
Although the investigation into the 
cause of the reactions is still ongoing by 
state and federal agencies, in March, the 
FDA found traces of over-sulfated chon- 
droitin sulfate in some heparin from Baxter 
International. However, it is still investigat- 
ing whether the contaminant is cause for 
the adverse events. 
Let S talk John Morris, M.D., the Harvey A. and Dorismae Hacker Friedman Distinguished 
Professor of Neurology and director of the School of Medicine's Alzheimer's Disease Research 
Center (ADRC), gives U.S. Rep. William Lacy Clay an overview of the research and activities at the 
ADRC May 5. About 20 people from the ADRC, its African-American Advisory Board and the 
School of Medicine talked with Clay about the continued need for federal funding for research. 
Oxygen's impact on infection 
after Caesarean section studied 
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS 
Researchers in the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
are asking an old question in a 
new population: Can giving extra 
oxygen to a patient undergoing a 
Caesarean section (C-section) 
decrease the 










tions after sur- 
gery, supporting the theory that 
increasing oxygen in the tissue at 
the incision site will help suppress 
developing bacteria. 
Fifteen percent to 20 percent 
of women having unscheduled 
C-sections and 5 percent to 
10 percent of women undergoing 
elective C-sections develop an 
infection in the uterus. 
Abdominal wound infections 
Scifres 
Substantial increases in alcohol dependence found in women 
N 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
ew research from School of 
Medicine investigators is call- 
ing into question some assump- 
tions about drinking and alcohol 
dependence. Previous epidemio- 
logic studies have tended to find 
that rates of alcohol use and 
dependence are higher in 
younger people than older. Most 
also found that men tended to 
have more alcohol problems than 
women. 
"There's been a great deal of 
social, economic and political 
progress for women in the years 
since World War II," said Richard 
A. Grucza, Ph.D., research assis- 
tant professor of psychiatry and 
first author of a study published 
this month in the journal Al- 
coholism: Clinical & Experimen- 
tal Research. "It seems there also 
may be a downside to some of 
the advances, in terms of the risk 
for problems such as alcohol 
dependence." 
Grucza and his colleagues 
noted that in most studies of 
alcohol use and dependence, 
younger people reported higher 
lifetime rates of alcohol problems 
than qlder people. Because older 
people have lived longer and had 
more time to develop problems, it 
would seem the reverse should be 
true. But study after study 
showed more problems in 
younger people. 
So Grucza's team looked at 
data from two studies of alcohol 
use gathered 10 years apart. 
They studied data from the 
National Longitudinal Alcohol 
Epidemiologic Survey, gathered 
in 1991-92, and from the Na- 
tional Epidemiologic Surgery on 
Alcohol and Related Conditions, 
which was gathered 10 years 
later, in 2001-02. Participants 
were the same age at the time 
they participated in the study 
but actually were separated by 
10 years, allowing the researchers 
to note trends. 
"The biggest trend we noticed 
was increased alcohol use and 
dependence among women," 
Grucza said. "Women born after 
World War II are less likely to 
abstain from alcohol and more 
likely to be alcohol dependent. 
But we didn't see any significant 
changes in use or dependence 
among men." 
He said the findings help to 
explain a "closing gender gap" in 
alcoholism that has been noted in 
several other studies. 
"What an alcoholic looks like 
has changed," Grucza said. 
"Although we might not think of 
a 35-year-old woman as the tem- 
plate for alcohol dependence, 
heavy alcohol use at younger ages, 
combined with greater alcohol 
use by women, means alcoholics 
are different now than in the 
past." 
Regarding the other observa- 
tion that most studies find that 
younger drinkers are more likely 
to report alcohol problems than 
their older counterparts, Grucza 
said that trend remains. 
But by controlling for some 
variables between the studies 
conducted 10 years apart, he said 
two things are clear: First, both 
men and women now appear to 
be drinking more heavily at 
younger ages. And he said it 
appears that in epidemiologic 
studies, younger people are likely 
to overreport problems with 
alcohol, while older people tend 
to underreport them. 
also occur in 5 percent of women 
having C-sections. 
Christina Scifres, M.D., a fellow 
in maternal/fetal medicine, devel- 
oped the idea for this study after 
treating many patients who got 
infections after C-sections. These 
women typically have to stay in 
the hospital a few days longer or 
be readmitted, she said. Often, 
they have to undergo or perform 
serial wound packing (with gauze 
dressings) at home and attend 
extra doctor's visits. They also may 
have more trouble breastfeeding. 
"I wanted to see if this ap- 
proach could also work in this 
pregnant patient population," 
Scifres said. "It's an inexpensive 
and easy solution that we hope 
will help." 
Scifres is conducting the study 
with David Stamilio, M.D., associ- 
ate professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology and the study's princi- 
pal investigator. 
In this study, eligible pregnant 
women at Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
will either be assigned to the oxy- 
gen-treatment arm or a "standard- 
care" arm. Patients in the oxygen 
arm will receive 80 percent oxy- 
gen through a mask during their 
C-section and for two hours after 
surgery. Women in the standard 
care arm will receive about 30 per- 
cent oxygen only during their sur- 
gery. 
Patients will have daily exami- 
nations of their surgical wounds 
while they are in the hospital. 
They also will be evaluated at their 
two-week postoperative visit or 
during a phone call if they're 
being treated at outside clinics. 
"If this approach works, we 
could reduce serious complica- 
tions after surgery and improve 
quality of life for patients," Scifres 
said. "This simple therapy could 
have a huge impact — each year 
more than 30 percent of women 
in the United States require a 
Caesarean delivery." 
Temporary pedestrian bridge installed on Euclid near depot 
side of Children's Place will remain open during con- 
struction. Shuttle service and access to the link and 
MetroLink are not impacted. 
The 11-story, 700,000-square-foot BJC Institute of 
Health at Washington University is scheduled to 
open in December 2009. Workers now are forming 
the foundation walls and setting what will amount to 
8,210 tons of steel. 
A temporary pedestrian bridge has been installed on 
the east side of Euclid Avenue near the shuttle 
depot. The accessible bridge will be in place for 
about four months to accommodate excavation of a 
tunnel under Euclid leading to the future loading 
docks of the BJC Institute of Health at Washington 
University. 
Sidewalks on the east side of Euclid and the north 
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University Events 
Rendezvous in Space • Microsurgery 
• The Human Cerebral Cortex 
"University Events" lists a portion of the 
activities taking place May 15-June 11 at 
Washington University. Visit the Web for 
expanded calendars for the Hilltop Campus 




"Miniature Books: Four Thousand Years of 
Tiny Treasures." Through June 6. Olin 
Library. 935-5418. 
Lectures 
Thursday, May 15 
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Characterizing 
Intercellular Signaling Pathways in 
Motorneuron Differentiation." Heather 
Broihier, asst. prof, in neurosciences, 
Case Western Reserve U. McDonnell 
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 
362-2139. 
7 p.m. School of Medicine Mini-Medical 
School II. Cost: $125. Eric P. Newman 
Education Center. To register: 362-6585. 
Submissions 
The next Record will be dated June 
12. Deadline for "University Events" 
submissions is noon June 5. 
Friday, May 16 
9:15 a.m. Midwest Regional Center ol 
Excellence for Biodefense and Emerging 
Infectious Diseases Research Guest 
Lecture. "Infectious Disease in the Age of 
Globalization." Julie Louise Gerberding, 
din, CDC. (Refreshments served.) Eric 
P. Newman Education Center. 286-0432. 
7:30 p.m. Saint Louis Astronomical So- 
ciety Meeting Lecture. "Rendezvous in 
Space: Building the Gemini Spacecraft." 
Nelson Weber, aerospace engineer. 
McDonnell Hall, Rm. 162. 935-4614. 
Monday, May 19 
7 a.m.-7 p.m. School of Medicine CME 
Course. "Transoral Laser Microsurgery: 
Management of Head & Neck Cancer." 
Cost: $2,100. (Continues 7 a.m.-5 p.m. 
May 20; 7:30 a.m.-Noon May 21.) Eric P. 
Newman Education Center. To register: 
867-3627. 
Tuesday, May 20 
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial 
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Malaria 
Infection: Approaching the Host." Maria 
Mota, asst. prof, of medicine, U. of 
Portugal. McDonnell Medical Sciences 
Bldg., ErlangerAud. 362-8873. 
Wednesday, May 21 
2 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Prevention 
and Control Program Survivorship 
Workshop. Les Robinson, chair, dept. of 
epidemiology, St. Jude's Children's 
Research Hosp. (4:30 p.m. reception, 
Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, First 
Floor Atrium.) Farrell Learning & Teaching 
Center, HoldenAud. 454-8981. 
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biophysics Seminar. "Disorder-Order 
Transitions Regulate Muscle Contraction 
and Relaxation." David D. Thomas, prof, 
of biochemistry, molecular biology & bio- 
physics, U. of Minn. McDonnell Medical 
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 264. 362-4152. 
Thursday, May 22 
Noon. Genetics Seminar. Annual David 
M. Kipnis Lecture. "Genes That Control 
the Size and Shape of the Human 
Cerebral Cortex." Christopher T. Walsh, 
prof, of biological chemistry & molecular 
pharmacology, Harvard Medical School. 
Erlanger Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 
362-2139. 
Wednesday, May 28 
5 p.m. Barnes-Jewish Hospital Ethics 
Committee Lecture & Book Signing. 
"Why Justice Is Good for Our Health." 
Norman Daniels, prof, of ethics and pop- 
ulation health, Harvard U. (Refreshments 
served.) Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's 
Place. 747-5361. 
Commencement Week 
This is a schedule of events for Com- 
mencement 2008. For more information, 
call the Commencement Office at 935- 
5985 or visit the Commencement Web site 
commencement, wustl.edu. 
Thursday, May 15 
10 a.m. College of Arts & Sciences 
Recognition Ceremony. Field House, 
Athletic Complex. 
2:30 p.m. School of Engineering 
Undergraduate Recognition Ceremony. 
Field House, Athletic Complex. 
3 p.m. Program in Clinical Investigation 
and Program in Psychiatric Epidemi- 
ology Joint Recognition Ceremony. 
King Center. Reception immediately fol- 
lowing. 
5 p.m. School of Medicine Reception. 
Atrium, Farrell Learning and Teaching 
Center. 
8 p.m. Sam Fox School of Design and 
Visual Arts College of Art/Graduate 
School of Art Recognition Ceremony. 
Graham Chapel. 
Friday, May 16 
8 a.m. Degree candidates assemble. 
8:30 a.m. Commencement exercises in 
Brookings Quadrangle. 
The following programs begin immediate- 
ly after the close of the Commencement 
exercises. 
College of Arts & Sciences Diploma 
Distribution and Reception. The Green, 
west of Olin Library and north of 
Graham Chapel. Rain Location: Francis 
Gym, Athletic Complex. 
University College Diploma Distribution 
and Reception. Ann. W. Olin Women's 
Building Lounge. 
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences 
Hooding and Recognition Ceremony. 
Edison Theatre. Reception immediately 
following: Bowles Plaza. Rain Location: 
Food Court, Mallinckrodt lower level. 
Sam Fox School of Design and Visual 
Arts College of Architecture/Graduate 
School of Architecture & Urban Design 
Diploma Ceremony. Brookings Drive 
Mall. Reception immediately following: 
Brookings Drive Mall. 
College of Art/Graduate School of Art 
Diploma Distribution and Reception. 
Shapleigh Courtyard and Terrace, Earl 
E. and Myrtle E. Walker Hall. Rain 
Location: Mildred Lane Kemper Art 
Museum. 
John M. Olin School of Business Under- 
graduate Diploma and Awards Cere- 
mony. Field House, Athletic Complex. 
Reception immediately following: 
Simon Hall. 
School of Engineering Undergraduate 
and Graduate Diploma Distribution. 
Reception immediately following: 
Whitaker Atrium. 
George Warren Brown School of Social 
Work Diploma Ceremony. Graham 
Chapel. Reception immediately follow- 
ing: Lucy and Stanley Lopata Courtyard, 
Goldfarb Hall. 
Program in Occupational Therapy 
Reception. Holmes Lounge. Diploma 
Ceremony immediately following: 
Graham Chapel. 
Program in Physical Therapy Reception. 
Sheldon Concert Hall, immediately fol- 
lowing All-University Commencement. 
Diploma Distribution and Hooding 
Ceremony: 1:30 p.m. 
School of Law Diploma Ceremony. 
Seeley G. Mudd Field. Rain Location: 
Recreational Gymnasium, Athletic 
Complex. Reception immediately follow- 
ing: Anheuser-Busch Hall. 
1 p.m. Program in Audiology and Com- 
munication Sciences Recognition 
Ceremony and Diploma Distribution. 
Central Institute for the Deaf. Reception 
immediately following. 
2 p.m. School of Engineering and 
Applied Science Graduate Recog- 
nition Ceremony. Edison Theatre. 
Reception immediately following: Food 
Court, Mallinckrodt lower level. 
3 p.m. John M. Olin School of Business 
Graduate Diploma and Awards 
Ceremony. Field House, Athletic 
Complex. Reception immediately follow- 
ing: Simon Hall. 
3 p.m. School of Medicine Commence- 
ment Recognition Ceremony. Ferrara 
Theater, America's Center. Reception 
immediately following: Atrium, 
America's Center. 
6 p.m. Program in Health Administration 
Diploma Ceremony. KemoH's at the Top 
of the Met, 211 N. Broadway. Reception 
immediately following: Lobby of 
Metropolitan Square at 7 p.m. Dinner at 
the Top of the Met at 8 p.m. 
Scenes from a 
Commencement 
Spontaneous bursts of joy 
and emotion can occur at 
any time during a WUSTL 
Commencement ceremony, 
where long hours spent in 
lectures, libraries and the 
lab finally will pay off for 
the Class of 2008. At left, in 
Commencement tradition, 
master's and doctoral stu- 
dents "hood" each other 
after the conferral of their 
degrees. The colors of the 
hood represent the school 
from which the graduate 
earned a degree. 
Leax 
Committee will begin 
search for a successor 
- from Page 1  
plinary initiatives with architec- 
ture, business and engineering, 
among others; reorganized the 
Graduate School of Art and 
established a new interdiscipli- 
nary master of fine arts degree; 
and helped integrate digital 
media into all curriculum areas. 
He also established new 
tenure-track positions in the 
undergraduate core program 
while supporting the creation of 
the Visual Communications 
Research Studio; the Portfolio 
Plus high-school summer pro- 
gram; a semester-abroad studio 
in Florence, Italy; and the 
Modern Graphic History Library, 
the latter collaboration with Olin 
Library Special Collections. 
"A sense of intellectual com- 
munity is a hallmark of any great 
university," Chancellor Mark 
S. Wrighton said. "Over the past 
nine years, Jeff Pike has been a 
true leader in cultivating an envi- 
ronment of curiosity, collabora- 
tion and critical inquiry. His 
record of innovation is truly 
remarkable." 
Leax, who has taught at 
WUSTL since 1986, is a pioneer 
in the use of art to explore eco- 
logical issues. Chapters of his 
ongoing Ontological Library — 
a compendium of books and 
objects in which processes of 
decay and corrosion are induced 
by chemical and physical treat- 
ment — have been exhibited at 
galleries and museums around 
the country. The Detroit Zoo- 
logical Park recently commis- 
sioned "Inside Outside: The Art 
of Caring," a large installation 
depicting "behind-the-scenes" 
interactions between animals 
with zoo staff. 
Leax earned a bachelor of arts 
from Brown University in 1969 
and a master of fine arts from the 
Cranbrook Academy of Art in 
1980. A former associate dean, he 
has directed the sculpture major 
area since 1997 and formerly 
directed the Graduate School of 
Art. He also has served on or 
chaired dozens of faculty com- 
mittees and, in 2007, received a 
Distinguished Faculty Award at 
the annual Founders Day cere- 
mony. 
Earlier this year, he won the 
Distinguished Teaching of Art 
Award from the national College 
Art Association. 
"Ron Leax is a distinguished 
professor and a respected faculty 
member with years of strong 
administrative experience," Col- 
angelo said. "He is also nationally 
recognized as both an artist and a 
teacher. I am certain that he will 
continue the momentum that Jeff 
has done so much to foster." 
Colangelo also announced the 
formation of a search committee 
to identify Leax's successor, who 
is expected to be in place by 
July 1,2009. 
The committee will be chaired 
by William E. Wallace, Ph.D., the 
Barbara Murphy Bryant Distin- 
guished Professor of Art History 
& Archaeology, and coordinated 
by Diane Mounts, executive assis- 
tant to the dean of art. As with 
Pike, the new dean will hold the 
Hitzeman Professorship. 
Members of the committee 
include Ken Botnick, Lisa Bul- 
awsky, Heather Corcoran and 
Amy Nadler, all associate profes- 
sors of art; alumni Marion 
"Bunny" Burson (MFA '05) and 
Yvette Dubinsky (MFA '90), both 
members of the Sam Fox School 
National Council; Sabine Eck- 
mann, Ph.D., director and chief 
curator of the Mildred Lane 
Kemper Art Museum; Maya 
Escobar, a graduate student in art; 
Bruce Lindsey, dean of architec- 
ture and the E. Desmond Lee 
Professor for Community 
Collaboration; Patricia Olynyk, 
director of the Graduate School 
of Art and the Florence and 
Frank Bush Professor of Art; 
Mark Rollins, Ph.D., chair of the 
Department of Philosophy in 
Arts & Sciences; and undergradu- 
ate Joseph Alexander Rosenberg, 
an art major. 
Tumors 
Next step for team: 
test compound in mice 
- from Page 1 
lymphocytic leukemia. In some 
preliminary studies, GRN163L 
has been shown to be more effec- 
tive when used in combination 
with existing cancer drugs or 
radiation. 
Next, Pandita and colleagues 
will test the effect of GRN163L on 
tumors in mice to see if it will 
enhance the cell-killing effect of 
hyperthermia and radiation. They 
also are working to develop 
chemicals that have heat-like 
effects to bypass the need to 
supply a physical heat source to 
tissue. 
C: 
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Ferdowsi's zeal for art focuses on one face at a time 
BY STEVE GIVENS 
Since she was about 8 years 
old, Kimia Ferdowsi never 
has had a doubt about what 
she would be when she grew up. 
"When I got punished, my 
mom didn't spank me or take 
away candy — I wasn't allowed to 
do art that day," says Ferdowsi, 
who will graduate this week as a 
painting major with a bachelor of 
fine arts degree from the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts 
with minors in Persian in Arts & 
Sciences and business. 
"Art was always hypnotic to 
me," she says. "It's the one thing 
that, when I'm fully engaged in it, 
I lose sight of myself. It's like 
you're 
Sam Fox School of 
Design & Visual Arts, 






engaged with something bigger 
than yourself." 
Ferdowsi, who is of Iranian 
descent, grew up just outside of 
Nashville, Tenn., and came to 
WUSTL as a Danforth Scholar. As 
sure as she is of her calling as an 
artist, her parents had other plans 
for her when she was young. Her 
mother wanted her to be a doctor 
and her father, a lawyer, and they 
had a pact that they wouldn't try 
to influence her. 
"But secretly, when my dad 
was at work, my mom would 
(talk about being a doctor), and 
at night, my dad told me bedtime 
stories about Rex and Tex, the 
dinosaur attorneys," she says, 
grinning broadly. 
As she pursues her goal of 
being an artist, she says she wants 
that work to be informed by 
experience in her community. 
That facet of her calling was 
fueled in the past year by her 
experiences working in a St. Louis 
juvenile detention facility in a 
program called "Juvie." 
Although she originally came 
to the program as a tutor, it didn't 
take long for the word to spread 
that she was an artist. Soon, she 
was giving art lessons and draw- 
ing pencil portraits. 
"Every week I go, there's an 
ongoing list of portraits to be 
drawn," she says, smiling. 
She thinks she knows why art 
— and, more specifically, the act 
of having someone draw a por- 
trait of you — has such an appeal 
to these young, struggling teens. 
"Art has such a creative energy 
that you are harnessing and doing 
something constructive with," she 
says, taking a break from stretch- 
ing canvases on the upper floor of 
Walker Hall. 
"A lot of these kids have never 
been taught to do that. So for 
them to be in a situation where a 
person sits across from them and 
studies their face and elevates 
them enough to put them on 
paper ... it's like, Wow, am I 
worth a portrait? Portraits are 
usually made of kings,'" she says. 
Mentor Michael Byron, associ- 
ate dean of faculty and professor 
of art, says that one of the things 
he appreciates most about 
Ferdowsi's approach is that she 
uses the tenets of art history — 
such as the principles of figura- 
tion and composition — in 
building a narrative and an inter- 
action between the figurative ele- 
ments in her paintings. 
"She's engaged with history 
while keeping her work contem- 
porary and focused on her gener- 
ation as subject," says Byron, the 
area coordinator for painting. 
"That is the strength of her 
work." 
Ferdowsi is weighing two 
options for next year: moving to 
New York and getting a job as a 
studio assistant while continuing 
to work on her own art, or mov- 
ing to Israel to work at the Baha'i 
World Centre in Haifa, Israel, and 
receive on-the-job training as an 
art conservation coordinator. She 
has prepared herself well to juggle 
the demands of paying the bills 
while making progress on her 
career. 
She has served as one of two 
student representatives to the 
University's Board of Trustees, 
was a teaching assistant in the ' 
business school, studied abroad in 
Japan and the Czech Republic 
and worked as an intern and 
docent at several galleries and 
museums. 
"Being in a city like St. Louis 
has opened my eyes to the possi- 
bility of being an artist as a legiti- 
mate career," she says. "St. Louis 
has given me the confidence to be 
a painter. More than anything, 
I've discovered that my passion is 
possible." 
Kimia Ferdowsi likes to immerse herself totally into her art, which 
makes this studio in Walker Hall one of her favorite places. Living 
in St. Louis, she says, has opened her eyes to the possibility of art 
as a career. 
For Hippe, Commencement is just the start of something new 
BY JESSICA DAUES 
Friends. That's what Joyce 
Hippe had to sacrifice — 
temporarily — to earn a 
bachelor's degree in industrial 
and organizational psychology 
from University College in Arts 
& Sciences. 
"Really, you just have to give 
up your social life," says Hippe, 
a mother of six who works full- 






in Arts & Sciences 
Tall Girl at West County Mall. 
"There's just not enough time 
in the day." 
Her daughter Sarah Tesreau, 
who worked full-time while 
earning a bachelor's degree in 
managerial economics from 
UCollege, agrees. "I am liking 
my social time now after not 
having it for three years," says 
Sarah, who completed her 
degree in December. 
University College has been 
a family affair for Hippe, who 
graduates May 16. Another 
daughter, Kelly Tesreau, is pur- 
suing a bachelor's degree in ele- 
mentary education and psy- 
chology at UCollege. The three 
women carpooled to school and 
studied together at the library 
on Saturdays — though they 
each specialized in different 
areas. 
For Hippe, industrial and 
organizational psychology was a 
perfect major because of her 
interest in "how people interact 
and how to better manage work 
groups." 
"I wanted to learn some- 
thing that I could bring back to 
the office and contribute," 
Hippe says. "It's an excellent 
skill set for management as 
well." 
Joyce Hippe and her daughter Sarah Tesreau attended University College, along with another daugh- 
ter, Kelly Tesreau (not pictured). Joyce and Sarah will walk together during Commencement. 
Hippe didn't always have her 
eye on management. While 
growing up, she wanted most to 
become a mom. After graduat- 
ing from Eureka High School in 
Eureka, Mo., in 1981, she took a 
few classes at St. Louis Com- 
munity College-Meramec. But 
before she could transfer to a 
four-year college, she got mar- 
ried and had Sarah. Three years 
later, she had Kelly, and then 
four years later, another daugh- 
ter, Allison. 
In 1995, with her children in 
school all day, Hippe decided 
she, too, would go to school at 
the University of Missouri- 
St. Louis to earn a degree in 
special education. While at 
UMSL, she got a job as a finan- 
cial analyst at Broadstripe, a 
cable company. 
It was an odd career choice 
for a woman without much of a 
financial background. But the 
more Hippe worked in finance, 
the more she saw it was the 
right direction for her. 
"I didn't have a degree in 
finance or accounting, but I just 
had aptitude for it," Hippe says. 
"Broadstripe took a chance on 
me, but I knew the manager, 
and she knew my capabilities. I 
learned the job quickly and 
really enjoyed it." 
Still, thoughts of her 
uncompleted degree nagged at 
her, and, in fall 2005, she 
enrolled at University College, 
where she was introduced to 
Diane Willis, coordinator of 
undergraduate advising and stu- 
dent services. Hippe quickly 
impressed Willis with her curiosity 
and her drive. 
"Joyce is strongly motivated, 
serious and determined," Willis 
says. "She took two evening classes 
every semester until this final one, 
when she enrolled in nine hours; 
that's where her organizational 
skills and self-discipline really 
kicked in!" 
It was either take nine hours 
this semester, Hippe says, or wait 
until the next spring to graduate. 
She chose the former, and after 
"four months of hell," she says, 
laughing, she finally has her 
degree. 
"A finished degree makes all the 
difference," says Hippe, who last 
week was inducted into Alpha 
Sigma Lambda, an honor society 
for evening college students. "I've 
proven myself capable and always 
done well in positions that I've 
had, but I felt that not having my 
degree finished was holding me 
back." 
"Now, I can apply for higher 
positions with confidence," she 
says. 
For the summer, Hippe will 
enjoy plenty of precious free time 
with her friends and her husband, 
Bob, a lab mechanic in the De- 
partment of Biology in Arts 
& Sciences. 
But she doesn't plan on getting 
too used to just "hanging out." 
Starting in the fall, Hippe will 
take classes in both Spanish and 
French, two languages that will 
prove useful in her job at Thom- 
son Reuters, a company with 
clients around the globe. 
"Every time I take a class, it 
sparks my interest in something 
else," Hippe says. 
"I don't think I'll ever be fin- 
ished with school completely. 
There's so much to learn," she says. 
J 
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Huang seeks solutions to affordable, quality health care 
BY BETH MILLER 
Providing quality health care 
in the United States and 
abroad is such a priority to 
Franklin Huang, Ph.D., that he 
has spent nearly the past decade 
preparing for it. 
After receiving a degree in 
medicine this week, Huang is 
heading to Boston to begin an 
internal medicine residency at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 
After completing his residency, 
Huang says he wants a career 
combining science and medicine 
that allows him to work in devel- 
oping countries. 
"Using science to help people 
both here and in the developing 
world is really important to me," 
he says. "I'd like to figure out an 
innovative way to provide low- 
cost, high-quality health care 
both here and abroad." 
It's so compelling that in the 
five weeks before Commence- 








study how to manage chronic dis- 
ease in the developing world in a 
low-cost, high-quality manner. 
After the St. Louis native 
earned a bachelor's degree in 
biology from Harvard University, 
he began a graduate degree there 
while deciding between a career 
in science or medicine. He chose 
both. 
He completed one year of 
doctoral work at Harvard, came 
to the School of Medicine for his 
first two years of medical school, 
returned to Harvard to complete 
his doctorate and then returned 
to WUSTL to complete his med- 
Franklin Huang (left) and Jack Ladenson, Ph.D., the Oree M. Carroll and Lillian B. Ladenson Professor 
of Clinical Chemistry in Pathology and Immunology, talk about their interest in international health 
care. 
ical degree. 
In his last two years, Huang 
was part of the medical school's 
Medical Scientist Training 
Program (MSTP), although he 
had already completed his doc- 
torate. 
"We decided to take the 
unprecedented step of offering 
Franklin MSTP support," says 
Brian Sullivan, administrative 
director. "Although he has taken 
a unique path, he has given every 
indication he will go on to a suc- 
cessful career as a physician- 
scientist." 
The son of biochemists who 
influenced his focus on medicine 
and science, Huang says he always 
has been interested in the origins 
of disease as well as wanting to 
contribute positively to society. As 
an undergraduate, he founded a 
student-led organization that 
arranged activities focusing on 
international health and develop- 
ment. As a graduate student, he 
participated in a group that sent 
used lab equipment in good con- 
dition from Harvard-affiliated 
labs to scientists in developing 
countries. 
"At Harvard, I got to work 
with Paul Farmer (M.D., Ph.D., 
co-director of Harvard's Infec- 
tious Disease and Social Change 
program) and Arthur Kleinman, 
(M.D., chairman of Harvard's 
Anthropology in Medicine 
department) who strongly influ- 
enced my thinking about medi- 
cine and health," Huang says. 
The two were so influential to 
Huang that he and another 
WUSTL medical student devel- 
oped a student selective on social 
medicine during their first two 
years at the medical school with 
the Harvard scientists' input. 
"We created a syllabus, con- 
tacted faculty, asked Brad Stoner 
(M.D., Ph.D., associate professor 
of medicine) to sponsor the 
course and enlisted other facul- 
ty to teach the course with us," 
Huang says. "We fashioned it as 
an ideal way for students to pre- 
pare for trips abroad and to dis- 
cuss issues they'd face." 
At Harvard, Huang's mentor 
was Nancy C. Andrews, M.D-, 
Ph.D., who was then Harvard's 
dean for Basic Sciences and 
Graduate Studies and is now 
dean of the Duke University 
School of Medicine. "Nancy was 
an ideal role model as a physi- 
cian-scientist and very influen- 
tial to me," he says. 
Also, while a medical stu- 
dent, Huang was involved with 
Students Teaching AIDS to 
Students, an HIV/AIDS curricu- 
lum taught by medical students 
to area middle-school students. 
As an outgrowth of that work, 
he and a fellow student went to 
the Caribbean island of 
Dominica to start an AIDS edu- 
cation program. 
During his pediatric rotation 
at St. Louis Children's Hospital, 
Huang showed great compas- 
sion to children and their par- 
ents, says Michael R. DeBaun, 
M.D., professor of pediatrics 
and of neurology. 
"Franklin was hard working, 
extremely bright, very motivat- 
ed and was able to integrate 
principles of medicine with the 
art of medicine quite adeptly as 
a medical student," DeBaun 
says. 
Huang also is skilled in 
music. While in Boston, he co- 
founded the band Holding 
Room, for which he was song- 
writer, lead singer and guitarist. 
The band still occasionally plays 
shows in the Boston area. 
Creating positive environments is James' strength 
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES 
M 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
arquita James sampled her 
way through undergradu- 
ate school. Determined to 
stretch herself intellectually rather 
than default to a dominant inter- 
est — English literature — she 
happily indulged from one major 
to the next. 
"I tried to suppress my biblio- 
philia and changed my course of 
study many times," says James, 
who moved from business to 
political science to history to psy- 
chology. "I was just taking the 
classes that interested me." 
When she declared her major 





will don cap 
and gown this week to receive a 
bachelor of science degree in 
English literature, with minors in 
American culture studies, text 
and tradition, and writing. 
Her stack of courses, concen- 
trations and credits is impressive. 
But James is quick to explain that 
it's the extracurricular activities, 
and the communities they repre- 
sent, that have shaped who she is 
and where she is headed. 
"I've had so many meaningful 
experiences here," says James, 
who grew up in Alexandria, a cul- 
tural nexus in the heart of 
Louisiana. "I'm fortunate to have 
located places on campus where I 
walk in and feel enveloped by a 
pocket of welcome and belonging 
— an envelope of community." 
James wasted little time in 
acclimating to life at WUSTL and 
was soon helping others do the 
same. 
Marquita James discusses the finer points of her Mellon Mays research project with Gerald Izenberg, 
Ph.D., professor of history in Arts & Sciences — a project, Izenberg says, that has the making of a 
career and an identity. 
She served two years as a fel- 
low in the TRIO Leadership 
Program, helping low-income 
and first-generation college stu- 
dents adjust to life in the WUSTL 
community. And, as a tutor in the 
Writing Center, she has eased the 
pain of many in their quest for an 
"A" paper. 
James has a gift and passion 
for creating positive environ- 
ments. Determined to breathe life 
into an ailing project, the 
St. Louis Family Court Mentoring 
Program, that was on the verge of 
collapse three years ago, she 
helped secure resources and train 
students to mentor at-risk youth. 
In doing so, she and her class- 
mates enhanced and solidified the 
program. 
"Marquita has an overwhelm- 
ing desire to pursue justice in 
American society through the 
study of law and research but is 
also deeply devoted to helping 
her peers reach their goals," says 
Robert Koff, Ph.D., director of 
Cornerstone: The Center for 
Advanced Learning, where James 
has worked as a writing fellow 
and academic mentor. 
James' wide-ranging intellec- 
tual curiosity has taken her from 
a childhood fascination with 
marine biology — "I believed I 
could develop a way to interpret 
dolphins' language so that 
humans could communicate with 
them and learn the mysteries of 
the sea," she muses — to how cul- 
tural identity relates to politics. 
The latter has been the focus 
of a Mellon Mays research project 
that James is pursuing under the 
direction of Gerald Izenberg, 
Ph.D., professor of history in Arts 
& Sciences. 
"In the two years I worked 
with Marquita, I saw her project 
mature from a general interest in 
group identity formation to a 
sophisticated legal-historical 
analysis of the role of cultural 
identity in democracies formally 
founded on identity-blind indi- 
vidual rights," Izenberg says. 
"Watching this process was 
enormously exciting. It was driv- 
en by Marquita's intelligence, 
ambition and social commitment, 
and it turned out to be the mak- 
ing not only of an essay but of a 
career and an identity," he says. 
James leaves WUSTL with dis- 
tinction. A Gates Millennium 
Scholar, she has been named to 
the dean's list several times, and 
the Women's Society recently pre- 
sented her with the Harriet 
K. Switzer Leadership Award. 
In the fall, she will begin law 
school at either Harvard 
University or the University of 
California, Berkeley. Her goal is 
to work as a policy adviser for the 
United Nations. 
"I love learning, and now 
teaching, so much so that I am 
almost certain there's a Ph.D. in 
the offing for me," she says. 
About to become the first- 
generation college graduate in her 
family, James is thrilled to be 
hosting her mother, grandmother, 
aunts and cousins for Com- 
mencement weekend. On this 
occasion, they will be happily 
sampling some of James' favorite 
spots: Forest Park, Six Flags and 
Sweetie Pie's. 
f 
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Tennis ball inspired Kanjanaboos to study physics 
BY MICHELLE COX 
Pongsakorn Kanjanaboos 
chose his life's work while 
watching a tennis ball drop 
to the floor. Then, when given the 
chance to choose any school in 
the world to study his favorite 
subject, he chose Washington 
University. 
Kanjanaboos, who will receive 
a bachelor of arts in physics in 
Arts & Sciences this week, discov- 
ered his passion for the subject 
during a lOth-grade prephysics 
camp in his native Thailand. His 
teacher mentioned Sir Isaac 
Newton and asked the class to 
consider why objects fall to the 
ground when dropped. 
"I dropped a tennis ball three 
times and 
College of came up 
Arts & Sciences       with the 
  hypothesis 
that air must be pushing it 
down," Kanjanaboos says. "I got 
the wrong answer, but the experi- 
ence sparked my inspiration and 
made me want to be a physicist." 
Kanjanaboos showed such 
promise in physics, he was chosen 
by his government to be one of 
15 recipients of a scholarship from 
the Development and Promotion 
of Science and Technology Talent 
Project of Thailand. That honor 
translated into a full scholarship 
for an undergraduate degree in 
physics in the country and school 
of his choice. 
"I picked Washington Univer- 
sity because it is one of the top 
schools, and the ratio of faculty to 
students in physics is one to two," 
he says. "Plus, if you want to do 
research, there is plenty of oppor- 
tunity here." 
Pongsakorn Kanjanaboos confers with Stuart Solin, Ph.D., the Charles M. Hohenberg Professor of 
Physics, in a Crow Hall lab. "Tom is extremely bright and a regular player in our lab," Solin says. 
Kanjanaboos, who goes by the 
nickname "Tom" because it is 
similar in pronunciation to a Thai 
nickname, has made the most of 
those opportunities, according to 
his mentor, Stuart Solin, Ph.D., 
the Charles M. Hohenberg Pro- 
fessor of Physics and director of 
the Center for Materials 
Innovation. 
"It is relatively uncommon for 
an undergraduate student to be so 
closely integrated in the research 
program and to be functioning 
like a graduate student at such an 
early age," Solin says. "But Tom is 
extremely bright and is a regular 
player in our lab. He is very moti- 
vated and is doing graduate-level 
work even though he has the 
obligations of his undergraduate 
course work as well." 
Despite the demands of his 
classes — he is double majoring 
in physics and economics — and 
his research, Kanjanaboos man- 
aged to carve out time to help 
other University students who 
faced challenges similar to his. He 
served as a peer advisor for trans- 
fer students, helping them navi- 
gate the campus and the class 
selection process more effectively. 
"I remember how hard it is to 
know what classes to take," he 
says. "You have an adviser, but 
that adviser hasn't taken the class, 
so it's helpful to have a peer 
adviser who has been there." 
Patrick C. Gibbons, Ph.D., 
professor of physics and Kanjan- 
aboos' adviser, says he had the 
opportunity to observe Kanjana- 
boos with a group of new trans- 
fer students last year. "He was a 
natural at putting them at ease 
and insisted on introducing them 
to one of his favorite treats — 
bubble tea," Gibbons says. 
Kanjanaboos also showed nat- 
ural talent at organizing students. 
He founded the Thai Student 
Association two years ago. 
The group decided it wanted 
to be recognized by the Univer- 
sity as an official club, so Kan- 
janaboos led that effort and 
served as the club's first presi- 
dent. Now, the club has about 
20 members, some who are Thai 
students and some who simply 
enjoy the Thai food and activities 
that the group hosts. 
Soon, however, Kanjanaboos 
will have to say goodbye to his 
friends, as he has decided to 
attend the doctoral program in 
physics at the University of Chi- 
cago. "I realize that my ultimate 
goal is to be an experimentalist in 
condensed matter physics," he 
says. "After (graduate school), I 
will go back to work as a profes- 
sor in Thailand because I want to 
improve my country and inspire 
more Thai students." 
Solin says Kanjanaboos has 
conducted some complicated 
research regarding quantum 
magnetism, and he predicts that 
the young man will someday be 
one of the stars in condensed 
matter physics. "He is poised for 
a high-impact career," Solin says. 
Kauwe combats Alzheimer's disease, one gene at a time 
F 
BY JESSICA DAUES 
ish, tigers, insects. Name the 
creature, and young John 
Keoni" Kauwe, Ph.D., 
wanted to read about it. 
"I drove my mom crazy," 
he says, "I made her check out 
every children's book in the 
library about animals." 
That fascination with life sci- 
ence eventually led Kauwe, who 
earned a doctorate in evolution, 
ecology and population biology 
from the Graduate School of 
Arts & Sciences in December 
and will 
serve as a 
student 
marshal at 
Graduate School of 
Arts & Sciences 
John "Keoni" Kauwe, Ph.D., and his thesis advisor, Alison Goate, 
D.Phil., the Samuel & Mae S. Ludwig Professor of Genetics in 
Psychiatry, discuss amyloid beta levels in patients' cerebrospinal 
fluid in Goate's lab at the School of Medicine. 
Commencement, to help unlock 
the secrets of brain function. 
"We wake up in the morn- 
ing, and our brain just works," 
Kauwe says. "But something we 
consider to be simple is actually 
the result of many complex 
interactions." 
Alzheimer's disease can 
occur when something disrupts 
those complex interactions. The 
condition is characterized by 
protein deposits in the brain 
called plaques and tangles. The 
plaques, which are composed of 
amyloid beta, and tangles, 
which are composed of tau, 
interfere with normal brain 
function. 
For his doctoral research, 
Kauwe — with the guidance of 
Alison Goate, D.Phil., the 
Samuel & Mae S. Ludwig 
Professor of Genetics in 
Psychiatry — used his knowl- 
edge of population genetics to 
identify the genes that control 
the levels of a-beta and tau in 
the brain. It was a task that 
helped him earn a Ford 
Fellowship and a Poletsky 
Award for Research in Alz- 
heimer's disease and resulted in 
20 papers published. 
"Keoni's expertise in popula- 
tion genetics allowed him to 
apply novel, evolutionary-based 
methods to data from many of 
our lab's projects," Goate says. 
"Very few people had 
applied these powerful methods 
to complex disease studies, and 
Keoni was the first to use them 
in Alzheimer's research. As a 
result, he has significantly con- 
tributed to many research proj- 
ects from our laboratory," 
Goate says. 
Kauwe first became interest- 
ed in genetics as a freshman at 
Brigham Young University. 
After he proved to professors 
that he could be trusted to feed 
fish in the lab's freshwater 
tanks, they invited him to 
become more involved in their 
research on genetic differences 
between subspecies of trout. 
That experience inspired 
Kauwe to earn a master's degree 
in population genetics at BYU 
and eventually apply to 
WUSTL, where his goal was to 
"merge population genetics 
with the mainstream human 
disease genetics," he says. 
He has succeeded in that 
goal, Goate says, and has proved 
to be one of her most promis- 
ing students. 
"Keoni combines creativity, 
intellectual curiosity, emotional 
maturity, hard work and gen- 
erosity into a single package," 
she says. "Even on days when he 
is extremely busy, he always 
finds time to help people." 
Helping people is something 
that comes naturally to Kauwe, 
a native Hawaiian who spent 
his high-school years on the 
state's least populated island, 
Molokai. "While it's nice that 
(Molokai is) a less commercial 
atmosphere, it also means there 
are fewer economic opportuni- 
ties than on other islands," 
Kauwe says. 
Kauwe has seen how poverty 
and discrimination can limit 
individuals' chances of achieving 
their potential. 
"My success was because of 
the circumstances and opportu- 
nities I had," he says. "Not every- 
one has those same opportuni- 
ties. Those of us who are mak- 
ing progress have a responsibili- 
ty to help others succeed." 
While at WUSTL, Kauwe has 
served as a mentor to minority 
students and was a member of 
the Division of Biology and 
Biological Sciences (DBBS) 
Diversity Steering Committee, 
where he helped institute a "sec- 
ond visit" opportunity for 
exceptional minority prospective 
DBBS students. 
The program, in its second 
year, already has helped WUSTL 
attract many excellent minority 
students. 
Since earning his doctorate, 
Kauwe has been actively recruit- 
ed by several institutions for fac- 
ulty positions and currently is 
working as a Hope Center for 
Neurological Disorders Fellow 
in the Department of Psychiatry 
in the School of Medicine. 
He also recently took on a 
new challenge with his wife, 
Monica: parenthood. Their son, 
Sai, is 18 months old. 
"It's amazing to see the 
unconditional love coming from 
such a little guy," he says. 
At the thought of his little 
guy's smile, Kauwe smiles. 
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Combining science with service defines Mailhot 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
Ray Mailhot doesn't know 
exactly where he'll be after 
Commencement, but he 
knows it will somehow involve 
his two biggest passions — medi- 
cine and community service. 
The Birmingham, Ala., native 
is graduating this week with an 
Arts & Sciences double major 
in biology and Spanish and 
minors in biophysics and applied 
linguistics. 
After he graduates, Mailhot 
plans to attend medical school at 






He's interested in oncology but 
wants to keep his options open 
so he doesn't miss out on anoth- 
er specialty he might enjoy. He 
also plans on doing a lot of com- 
munity work. 
Though his interest in medi- 
cine began in middle school, it 
didn't blossom into a passion 
until Mailhot began to volunteer 
at La Clinica medical clinic in 
South St. Louis his freshman year. 
La Clinica aims to ensure 
access to high-quality health care 
for St. Louis-area Latino immi- 
grants and refugees who are 
underinsured or uninsured. 
"I've really enjoyed working 
there during my four years here," 
Mailhot says. "Though my 
responsibilities changed quite 
often, I was mainly involved in 
triage work and translating." 
But his involvement deepened 
after Mailhot was awarded the 
2007 Kaldi's Social Change Grant 
from the Office of Community 
W'UCLINICA 
Latino Community Health Centei 
Cita Previa/By Appointment 
0141 
Ray Mailhot stands in front of La Clinica medical clinic in St. Louis, where he spent four years assist- 
ing patients and helping with diabetes research and education among Hispanic people. 
Service. The grant provides 
$5,000 for an undergraduate stu- 
dent to develop and implement 
an innovative community project. 
Mailhot saw the grant as a 
perfect opportunity to help edu- 
cate the St. Louis Hispanic com- 
munity on the dangers of dia- 
betes. 
"Unfortunately, diabetes is 
having quite an adverse effect on 
the Hispanic community," 
Mailhot says. "It has been predict- 
ed that, by 2020, the rate of dia- 
betes in the Hispanic population 
will have increased by around 
300 percent. I realized I really 
wanted to focus my project on 
the education and prevention of 
the disease." 
Because of his medical back- 
ground and fluency in Spanish, 
Mailhot already had been giving 
talks at various locations on 
behalf of La Clinica on diabetes 
and its prevention. For the first 
phase of his project, he needed to 
assess exactly how the community 
is being affected by diabetes. 
"I conducted surveys at 
La Clinica to assess the prevalence 
of the disease among the Hispan- 
ic community in South St. Louis, 
as well the amount of pro-diabet- 
ic behaviors like smoking, diet 
and lack of exercise," he says. 
He knew that he wanted to 
develop a long-term program that 
would hopefully decrease pro- 
diabetic factors and the preva- 
lence of the disease itself. During 
the summer, a Hispanic health 
fair at a Spanish church in 
St. Louis presented a great op- 
portunity. 
"Organizers of the fair con- 
tacted me through La Clinica to 
speak about diabetes, take blood 
pressure readings and answer 
questions," Mailhot says. "It 
seemed like the church commu- 
nity was the perfect one around 
which to develop the second and 
third phases of my project. I 
decided to start a series of discus- 
sions in which doctors, health 
behavior experts, dieticians and 
psychologists would speak about 
the effects of diabetes related to 
their specific fields. We had 
12 weekend sessions, which were 
quite successful." 
Mailhot, whose mother is 
from Honduras and father's fam- 
ily is from Quebec, Canada, also 
was heavily involved in the 
Association of Latin American 
Students, serving as president his 
junior year. 
An Annika Rodriquez Scholar, 
Mailhot is serving his second year 
as residential adviser in Mudd 
Residential College. 
He was inducted last year into 
the Phi Beta Kappa national hon- 
orary fraternity. He also has 
served as a choreographer and 
dancer for Carnaval and Diwali. 
But working with those in 
need continues to be his most 
focused passion. 
"In addition to his work at 
La Clinica, Ray has spent several 
winter breaks in Honduras help- 
ing provide medical care to com- 
munities in need," says Julia 
Macias Garcia, coordinator of the 
Rodriguez Scholars program. 
"He is a very caring individual 
who goes above and beyond in 
taking care of his community. 
The entire WUSTL community 
has benefited from his time here" 
she says. 
Nash rides South Asian back roads to legal career 
BY GERRY EVERDING 
When law student Andrew 
Nash graduates May 16, 
he won't be far from his 
mid-Missouri hometown of 
Jefferson City. But for Nash, the 
journey from rural Missouri to 
St. Louis has been of epic pro- 
portions. 
Since graduating from high 
school in 1997, he has spent 
much of the last decade criss- 
crossing the globe. 
He has ridden an aging beast 







roads of India and Nepal, rum- 
bling solo through the valleys and 
foothills of the jagged Himalayan 
Mountains. 
He has bounced down these 
same roads on crowded public 
buses, traversing Nepal for work 
and travel as the country grap- 
pled with the suspension of 
democracy. 
He spent two years in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, working as a 
journalist with Himal South 
Asian magazine, contributing sto- 
ries from Bangladesh and 
Bhutanese refugee camps. He 
spent another 18 months cover- 
ing South Asian politics for the 
Delhi-based magazine HardNews, 
filing stories from India, Nepal 
and Afghanistan. 
He's even had cameo roles as 
the token white foreigner in a 
Nepali music video and Bolly- 
wood movies. 
While his exploits read like an 
adventure novel, Nash has used 
his travels to explore serious 
intellectual interests — experi- 
ence that left him well prepared 
win 
Law student Andrew Nash standing in front of the Gateway of India in the Colaba neighborhood of 
Mumbai, India. 
for law school. 
Nash recently returned from a 
trip to India, where he and class- 
mate Samir Kaushik won the pres- 
tigious D.M. Harish Memorial 
International Law Moot Court 
Competition. Nash took individ- 
ual honors, winning second-best 
oralist in the competition. 
"Andrew has a very global 
vision that would be hard to find 
in someone twice his age, and it's 
not a naive vision," says Michael 
Peil, J.D., assistant dean for inter- 
national programs in the School of 
Law. "He has a very mature view 
of how the world works and where 
the world is going. He's a fantastic 
student and one of the best legal 
writers I've met." 
As an undergraduate at 
Washington and Lee University in 
Lexington, Va., Nash did several 
Washington, D.C., internships, one 
with Sen. Daniel Moynihan and 
three with a higher education lob- 
bying firm. 
In 2000, he enrolled for a 
spring semester at American 
University in Cairo, where he 
began writing student newspaper 
stories on his travels to Israel, 
Palestine, Yemen, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and the West Bank. 
By senior year, Nash wanted to 
explore professional journalism in 
the developing world. A fellow 
student got him an interview with 
a South Asian affairs magazine, 
where she had worked in Nepal, 
and soon — less than a week after 
the 9/11 attack — he was headed 
for Kathmandu with a one-way 
plane ticket in his pocket. 
While working there, one writer 
encouraged Nash to study at his 
alma mater, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni- 
versity in New Delhi. Nash took the 
entrance exam and was admitted to 
the Indian history master's pro- 
gram. He took the bus from Kath- 
mandu in July 2003 and settled into 
a bare-bones, concrete-bunker 
dorm — no heat or air condition- 
ing. Undaunted, he immersed him- 
self in the program for two years, 
completing graduate work on In- 
dian political thought in the 1930s 
and abortion law in colonial India. 
Nash considered a doctorate in 
Indian studies at an American uni- 
versity but decided instead to pur- 
sue law school, enrolling at 
WUSTL in 2005. 
The decision brought him closer 
to his family. His sister Kate gradu- 
ated from the School of Law in 
2002 and now works in St. Louis. 
Nash spent his first summer at 
WUSTL interning with federal 
prosecutors in the U.S. Attorney's 
St. Louis office. He worked some 
35 hours a week there and another 
20 as a research assistant for Neil 
Richards, J.D., associate professor 
of law. 
During the summer of 2007, he 
interned with Davis Polk & 
Wardwell, a New York law firm 
with seven foreign offices and sev- 
eral large Indian corporate clients. 
He'll spend his first year after 
graduation as a judicial clerk for 
Duane Benton, J.D., a federal 
appellate judge in Kansas City. 
After that, he's considering a 
career in litigation or as a corpo- 
rate attorney dealing in interna- 
tional law. Who knows — the dis- 
tant rumble of a clunky Royal 
Enfield Bullet motorcycle may 
someday call him back to India. 
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pretty tune •ees 
BY TONY FITZPATRICK 
Allison Pitt (left) says older students helped her when she came to 
WUSTL. As an upperclassman, she was happy to return the favor, 
visiting with sophomore engineering student Troy Cole at Gregg 
Residence Hall in April. 
llison Pitt entered Wash- 
ington University in 2004 
unsure of what an engineer 
actually does. She leaves this 
spring having participated four 
years in a program that teaches 
high-school students the myriad 
things that engineers do. 
"I was nev6r exposed to any 
indoctrination about engineering 
before I came here," Pitt says. 
"And I don't know why that is. 
But working with St. Louis city 
high-schoolers, most of them 
minorities, for four years on 
weekends gave me a sense of 
enabling, of giving back." 
Pitt, who graduates May 16 
with degrees in chemical engi- 





in math and 
science. "I wanted chemical engi- 
neering because I love chemistry," 
she said. "And I like efficiency 
and organization. So, I decided to 
work toward both degrees 
through the Process Control 
Systems Program." 
She has proven adept at prob- 
lem solving. "She is an exception- 
al student," says Ervin Y. Rodin, 
Ph.D., professor of applied math 
and systems science. "She rapidly 
mastered object-oriented com- 
puter programming, which is a 
crucial tool for the in-depth 
analysis of complex systems, but 
can be counterintuitive. Allison 
demonstrated excellent grasp of 
this kind of creative problem 
solving. 
School of Engineering 
& Applied Science 
"She also is remarkably articu- 
late and comfortable presenting 
her work," Rodin says. 
Pitt received a scholarship 
from the National Society of 
Black Engineers (NSBE) as a 
high-school senior. She was secre- 
tary of the WUSTL chapter her 
sophomore year; vice president 
junior year and president her 
senior year. 
"As president, I've learned 
about leadership and group 
dynamics, too," Pitt says. "I'm 
part of harnessing a passion in 
our members to increase the 
number of culturally responsible 
black engineers who excel aca- 
demically, succeed professionally 
and positively impact the com- 
munity. This is a national NSBE 
goal, but we work very hard on it 
here." 
Through NSBE, Pitt has 
worked in tutoring and mentor- 
ing programs like the high-school 
program. She has been influential 
in getting an NSBE Technical 
Outreach Community Help pro- 
gram going in north St. Louis, 
where it helped network a com- 
munity center using donated 
WUSTL computers. 
Pitt, who was accepted by 10 
universities, chose WUSTL 
because she says she felt a 
warmth and caring here that she 
didn't feel in some other schools 
she visited. She began her aca- 
demic career as an Ervin Scholar. 
"The previous year's scholars 
were so helpful and understand- 
ing," Pitt says. "When we started 
the regular school year, it was 
special to have a tightly knit 
group of friends going into the 
challenge of college." 
Pitt also was a McKelvey 
Scholar, which she finds an 
honor because she values James 
M. McKelvey, Ph.D., senior pro- 
fessor of chemical engineering 
and former dean of engineering, 
so highly as a teacher. 
"Professor McKelvey taught 
thermodynamics, which was the 
bane of existence for any num- 
ber of students from other uni- 
versities that I know," Pitt says. 
"But Professor McKelvey 
made it easy. He explained 
things with such elegance and 
simplicity. It is a real honor to 
be in a program with his name 
on it," she says. 
Another aspect to Pitt: She 
sings. She joined Visions Choir, 
a gospel group that performs 
regularly at Graham Chapel, as a 
freshman and took voice classes 
the past six semesters. Some of 
her favorite artists are Alicia 
Keys, John Legend and Ella Fitz- 
gerald. She recently did one of 
Fitzgerald's classics at a voice 
master's class, a mean version of 
"Cry Me a River." 
This fall, Pitt goes to Stanford 
University, where she will pursue 
a master's in operations research 
in the management science and 
engineering department. She's 
taking her future one step at a 
time but doesn't rule out a doc- 
torate and teaching. 
"If some research topic really 
catches my interest, I might go 
after it and become a full-time 
professor," she says. "If not, I've 
thought of being an adjunct at 
some university. I think it's good 
for women and minority engi- 
neering students to know that 
they are represented in the field." 
hiel takes ideas and makes them concrete — and sustainable 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
Environmental discussions are 
often long on good inten- 
tions and short on specifics. 
"I'm interested in sustainabili- 
ty, but I'm also interested in how 
it's quantified," says Kyle Thiel, 
who will receive his master's of 
architecture May 16 from the 
Sam Fox School of Design & 
Visual Arts. "Take photovoltaic 
panels. What are their life cycle 
costs? What's their payback? Do 
they increase the value of the 
project? 
"Those arguments, more than 
global warming, will persuade 
developers. It's a dollars-and- 
cents thing," he says. 
Thiel should know. Already a 
licensed architect, he spent six 




Much of his 
recent 
coursework, 
as well as his 
design projects, has delved into 
the difficult practicalities of green 
development. 
"Kyle explores issues of sus- 
tainability from the urban scale 
all the way down to building 
design, materials and systems 
integrations," says Bruce Lindsey, 
dean and the E. Desmond Lee 
Professor for Community 
Collaboration. "He really exam- 
ines the full range of issues." 
Thiel was raised in Wichita, 
Kan., where his parents teach 
high-school chemistry and math. 
"Dad's a woodworker; mom loves 
sewing and making quilts," he 
says. "I think that sense of mak- 
ing things is what engaged me 
about architecture — the idea 
that ideas can be made concrete." 
After earning a bachelor's 
degree from Kansas State 
Sam Fox School of 
Design & Visual Arts, 
Graduate School of 
Architecture 
Kyle Thiel, whose work centers on issues of sustainability, with a wine rack he constructed from left- 
over scraps of industrial felt. 
University in 2000, Thiel worked 
for two firms in New Haven, 
Conn., where jobs included a 
New Haven high school and a lab 
building for University of 
California, Los Angeles. 
Yet Thiel missed academia 
and, in 2006, he arrived on the 
WUSTL campus. "I have aspira- 
tions to teach, so an advanced 
degree is necessary," he says. 
In his first semester, Thiel 
joined a regional planning studio 
that would win a national Edu- 
cation Honor Award from the 
American Institute'of Architects. 
Co-sponsored by the University of 
Arkansas, the studio developed 
design proposals for mixed-use 
train stations at three sites in and 
around Fayetteville, Ark. The fol- 
lowing spring, he worked on a 
hypothetical extension to the Kim- 
ball Art Museum in Fort Worth, 
Texas, and last fall designed a live- 
work tower — conceived as a kind 
of small-business incubator — for 
a site on the Chicago River just 
outside the Loop. 
Yet, all the while, Thiel made a 
particular study of issues relating 
to development and sustainability 
and recently began building com- 
puter models to analyze how spe- 
cific designs would function 
under real-world weather condi- 
tions. Indeed, such modeling 
helped shape his final thesis proj- 
ect: a two-story, 120,000-square- 
foot arts high school in rural 
Worden, 111. 
Spanning an existing freight 
rail line, the building consists of 
two long, narrow wings, slightly 
staggered and bridged by a cross- 
piece. Though the design incor- 
porates "passive" conservation 
techniques — north-facing sky- 
lights, for example, would natu- 
rally light most classrooms — 
computer modeling allows Thiel 
to fine-tune for maximum effi- 
ciency. 
"A particular type of wall 
construction gives me a certain 
R-value (a measure of thermal 
insulation), which in turn affects 
heating and cooling," he says. 
Alternatively, "adding an extra six 
inches to the exterior envelope 
might cut HVAC usage by 
20 percent," he says. 
Yet such calculations are com- 
plicated by the sheer number of 
variables in play. "You've got win- 
dow systems, wall systems, roof- 
ing systems ... it can be very dif- 
ficult to make the case that a par- 
ticular modification will equal a 
particular result. Developing 
clear, quantifiable rules-of-thumb 
is a real challenge," he says. 
It's a challenge Thiel will face 
in earnest after graduation. Last 
month, he accepted a position 
with the St. Louis firm Cannon 
Design and begins work in June. 
Meanwhile — demonstrating 
green principles of conservation 
and restoration — Thiel and his 
wife, Heather, recently bought 
a 106-year-old brick house in 
St. Louis' Forest Park Southeast 
neighborhood. 
"It's a badge of honor for an 
architect to work on his own 
home," Thiel says. "There are def- 
initely some things I want to tear 
into. And the backyard is a bit of 
a mess, so my goal for the sum- 
mer is to open up some usable 
ground space." 
When it comes to sustainabili- 
ty, "I'm trying to live it as well as 
preach it," he says. 
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Vasilieva: A passion for numbers, languages and foreign cultures 
BY SHULA NEUMAN 
Olin Businees 
School 
When Olga Vasilieva was 
12 years old, she and her 
mother moved from her 
native Moscow to the United 
States. Her Russian roots show 
to this day from her very slight 
accent to her embodiment of 
Russian warmth and hospi- 
tality. 
Vasilieva's family heritage is 






Vasilieva is carrying on that 
tradition. She graduates May 16 
and is expected to be at the top 
of her BSBA class, majoring in 
both accounting and finance. 
Even though she loves her 
numbers-intense business side, 
she deviates from her mathe- 
matical heritage in a significant 
way: She also has a passion for 
languages and foreign cultures, 
especially those of Spain. In 
fact, Vasilieva's third major is in 
Spanish in Arts & Sciences. 
This summer, she will intern 
at PricewaterhouseCoopers in 
Washington, D.C., and then 
return to WUSTL to complete 
a masters of accounting degree. 
"I love Wash U. so much, I 
guess I'm not prepared to say 
goodbye," Vasilieva says. 
In talking with her friends 
and professors, one gets the 
feeling that WUSTL is not 
ready for her to leave, either. 
Vasilieva cherishes the strong 
friendships she has made dur- 
ing her years here. She has been 
involved with the business fra- 
ternity Delta Sigma Pi since her 
Astute and affable, Olga Vasilieva (right) says the quality of the friendships she developed during her 
years at WUSTL is on par with the quality of her education. She finds value in spending time with 
friends, such as Nicole Alimonti, BSBA '08, in the lounge in Simon Hall. 
sophomore year and has been a 
teaching assistant (TA) for the 
introductory classes in account- 
ing and finance. She says that 
being a TA allows her to help 
other people, which brings her a 
great deal of satisfaction. 
"I love being able to help 
somebody out on a one-on-one 
basis," she says. 
"I like explaining something 
that I understand but that may 
be more difficult for them. 
Accounting doesn't come natu- 
rally to everyone, and it kind 
of does for me; it just makes 
sense in my head. So, it's great to 
help someone work through a 
problem they're having academ- 
ically." 
Her enthusiasm for helping 
others pays off, says Mark 
Soczek, director of the Center for 
Experiential Learning, lecturer in 
accounting and director of the 
MSBA Program in Accounting. 
Vasilieva was Soczek's TA for 
three years, so he has come to 
know Vasilieva very well. 
"She does an excellent job 
as a TA. She writes very 
detailed comments to students 
on their tests and homework, 
and she spends a lot of time 
evaluating and guiding other 
students," Soczek says. 
It's not just that she is kind- 
hearted with her peers that 
makes her remarkable, Soczek 
says. It's also that she's very 
intelligent yet totally unpre- 
tentious. 
"She's very humble in general, 
which is a nice touch, in spite of 
the fact that she's incredibly tal- 
ented," Soczek says. "She is highly 
regarded by her peers, which is 
the highest praise, I think." 
One of the people that bene- 
fited from her mentoring skills is 
freshman Alexandra Dumas. She 
also is a member of Delta Sigma 
Pi and already was a fan of 
Vasilieva's when Dumas came to 
her for help with accounting. 
"She would tutor me for hours 
in preparation for my tests," 
Dumas says. "She was always 
available for me and made time 
to help. It was nothing for me to 
call her at midnight and talk 
about accounting for a half- 
hour." 
While Vasilieva's generosity 
benefits many others, she does 
take time to enjoy her own pas- 
sions in life, especially experienc- 
ing different cultures. Vasilieva 
spent a semester in Madrid dur- 
ing her junior year — an experi- 
|   ence she considers the pinnacle of 
I   her time at WUSTL. During the 
s
   past few summers, Vasilieva has 
interned with Deloitte & Touche 
in Moscow, which enabled her to 
visit family and old friends. 
Even though Moscow doesn't 
feel like a foreign place to her, she 
does appreciate the differences 
between the country of her birth 
and her adoptive country. Still, 
she says, she feels more American 
than Russian in her outlook on 
life, and that would make it diffi- 
cult for her to ever settle in 
Russia — and especially in 
Moscow. 
"I'm not very confrontational, 
and, in Moscow, you have to be 
pushy," she says. "I think I'm too 
nice for Moscow." 
Desire for social justice leads Ward into action for others 
BY JESSICA MARTIN 
Sara Ward has a wide range 
of professional interests 
from diversity education to 
violence prevention, but the 
underlying theme tying them 
together is a passion for social 
justice. 
Ward thought that she 
found an outlet for her passion 
through family law and the 
legal system but soon realized 
the field of social work was her 
true home. 
"To me, social work is about 
social jus- 
George Warren Brown 




and I felt 
like I could go about my work 
in more of a holistic and pre- 
ventative way," she says. "When 
I started to understand more 
about social justice and social 
action issues, I knew that it was 
a really good fit for me person- 
ally and professionally." 
And she'll soon be able to 
put her passion to work. Ward 
graduates May 16 with a mas- 
ter's degree from the George 
Warren Brown School of Social 
Work. 
After earning her under- 
graduate degree in social work 
from the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro, Ward 
decided to come to the Brown 
School because of the option to 
individualize concentrations 
and the field education pro- 
gram. 
During her second-year 
practicum, she worked with the 
children of incarcerated adults 
through the Let's Start Agency, 
based in St. Louis. 
"I developed a support- 
group curriculum for children 
with a formerly incarcerated 
mother in the Let's Start pro- 
gram," Ward says. "Some of the 
topics addressed are identifying 
and managing emotions and 
communication. This curricu- 
lum parallels a research-based 
program we are piloting that 
helps formerly incarcerated 
women address parenting 
issues." 
Ward and her colleagues 
recently received approval from 
the University City school board 
to start a support group in their 
school system for students who 
have or have had a parent incar- 
cerated. 
On campus, Ward made her 
mark at the Brown School 
through her involvement with 
student groups. She served as 
co-chair of the Violence Against 
Women Awareness (VAWA) and 
Students for Change. 
Ward also helped organize a 
trip to Jena, La., to be a part of 
the large civil rights demonstra- 
tion in support of the "Jena Six" 
students. A group of students 
from the University joined a 
St. Louis community group for 
a bus trip to the protests. 
"I felt like I really had to 
seize that opportunity to do 
something," she says. "People in 
Jena are dealing with so many of 
the issues that are important to 
me, and it was an incredible 
experience to be a part of the 
demonstration. Just being on 
the bus for 20 hours was an 
amazing learning experience in 
itself. 
"I felt so lucky to be on a bus 
with a diverse group of people 
from the community who were 
concerned about the same 
issues," Ward says. 
Tonya Edmond, Ph.D., asso- 
ciate dean for academic affairs 
at the Brown School, says that 
Ward's passion for and commit- 
ment to social justice shows 
through in everything she 
undertakes. 
"It is reflected in her formal 
leadership roles with VAWA and 
Students for Change but also 
informally through the support 
and mentoring she provides her 
colleagues within the Brown 
School," Edmond says. 
"Sara consistently models the 
core principles and values of the 
social work profession in her 
service work, the classroom and 
in casual conversations. She has 
contributed greatly to the sense 
of community we strive to 
establish within the Brown 
School," she says. 
After graduation, Ward 
hopes to continue her involve- 
ment with the Let's Start 
Agency. She's also considering 
an international social work 
opportunity with the Amy Biehl 
Foundation in Cape Town, 
South Africa. 
"The Biehl Foundation 
focuses on restorative justice, 
and I'm very interested in the 
work they do in the communi- 
ty," she says. "They do violence 
prevention work with children 
in the townships around Cape 
Town." 
Ultimately, Ward is looking 
for the dream job that combines 
all of her interests. 
"I'm not quite sure what that 
job is, but I know it's out there," 
she says. "I'm going to remain 
open to going where I think the 
work is that I need to be doing." 
Sara Ward was actively involved at the George Warren Brown 
School of Social Work, helping kids and serving as co-chair of the 
student groups Violence Against Women Awareness and Students 
for Change. 
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journalist, newspaper bureau 
chief, presidential speechwriter 
and best-selling author. 
Matthews worked for 
15 years (1987-2002) as a print 
journalist. During that time, he 
was the Washington bureau 
chief for The San Francisco 
Examiner and a nationally syn- 
dicated columnist. 
In 1997 and 1998, his dig- 
ging into the National Archives 
produced The San Francisco 
Examiner's series of scoops on 
the Nixon presidential tapes. 
Before moving into journal- 
ism, Matthews worked in the 
White House for four years 
under Jimmy Carter as a presi- 
dential speechwriter and on the 
President's Reorganization 
Project. 
He also worked in the U.S. 
Senate on the staffs of 
Sen. Frank Moss (Utah) and 
Sen. Edmund Muskie (Maine) 
for five years and as the top aide 
to Speaker of the House Tho- 
mas P. "Tip" O'Neill Jr. for six 
years. 
Matthews is the author of 
four best-selling books, includ- 
ing "Hardball: How Politics Is 
Played Told By One Who 
Knows The Game" (1988), 
which is required reading in 
many college-level political sci- 
ence courses. 
A graduate of Holy Cross 
College, Matthews did graduate 
work in economics at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 
Also at Commencement, 
honorary degrees will be award- 
ed to: 
• Quincy Jones, composer, 
conductor, solo artist and 
record, film and television pro- 
ducer, doctor of humane letters; 
• Lee Seng Tee, international- 
ly recognized business execu- 
tive, major philanthropist and 
patron of the arts, doctor of 
humane letters; 
• Phyllis Schlafly, national 
leader of the conservative 
movement, author and editor, 
doctor of humane letters; 
• Egon Schwarz, Ph.D., 
WUSTL's Rosa May Distin- 
guished Universityi'rofessor 
Emeritus in the Humanities, 
professor emeritus in German 
in Arts 8c Sciences and leading 
scholar of 19th- and 20th-cen- 
tury German literature, doctor 
of humane letters; and 
• Jessie L. Ternberg, M.D., 
Ph.D., WUSTL professor emeri- 
ta of pediatrics and of pediatric 
surgery, renowned researcher 
and pioneer of women in medi- 
cine, doctor of science. 
Commencement will begin 
with the traditional academic 
procession into the Quad, 
which will be led by honorary 
grand marshal Carlos A. Perez, 
M.D., professor emeritus and 
former chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Radiation Oncology. 
During a 47-year career, 
Perez made an indelible mark 
on the field of radiation oncol- 
ogy, helping to set the norms 
for treating cancer of the cervix, 
prostate and breast. 
He is known as a walking 
encyclopedia in his field, and 
his book, "Principles and 
Record schedule 
After this issue, our monthly 
summer publication 
schedule takes effect. The 
Record will publish June 12, 
then once in July and in early 
August before resuming 
weekly publication in late 
August. We hope you and 
your family have a safe and 
enjoyable summer. 
Violent Weather Plan 
The decision for implement- 
ing the Violent Weather 
Plan for Commencement cere- 
monies will be made by 7 a.m. 
May 16. Major local radio and 
TV stations will be given the 
information, and it will 
appear on wustl.edu and be 
announced through campus 
e-mail. 
Practice of Radiation Oncology," 
is called "the bible" of his spe- 
cialty. 
Working with Marvin 
Carmel, M.D., Perez helped 
improve standard therapies for 
cervical cancer. 
Perez also conducted investi- 
gations of lung cancer that 
defined best radiation doses that 
should be used and how much 
tissue should be exposed for the 
maximum benefit. 
His research on breast cancer 
helped establish optimal proto- 
cols for combining radiation 
therapy, chemotherapy and sur- 
gery to fight the disease. He 
played an important role in the 
trend toward treating breast 
tumors with radiation and 
lumpectomy as an alternative to 
mastectomy. 
Perez led the way in enhanc- 
ing radiation therapy delivery. 
He researched brachytherapy, a 
technique that implants radio- 
active pellets into tumors, and 
was instrumental in making the 
University a world leader in 
developing 3-D treatment plan- 
ning. 
To encourage students to 
enter oncology, Perez's division 
started a summer oncology pro- 
gram in the mid-1970s for med- 
ical students finishing their first 
year. 
Throughout his career, Perez 
was a strong advocate of patient 
education. In 1977, he founded 
the Cancer Information Center 
at Washington University Med- 
ical Center to give cancer pa- 
tients guidance and knowledge 
about their disease. It was the 
first resource center of its kind 
and has served as a model for 
similar facilities around the 
world. 
Perez, who was raised in 
Medellin, Colombia, earned a 
bachelor's degree in 1952 from 
the Liceo Universidad de Anti- 
oquia in Medellin and a medical 
degree in 1960 from the Univer- 
sidad de Antioquia Medical 
More than a dozen distin- 
guished individuals will 
speak at Commence- 
ment-related events for gradu- 
ates and their friends and fami- 
lies. 
Chris Matthews, host of 
"Hardball with Chris Mat- 
thews" on MSNBC and of "The 
Chris Matthews Show," a syndi- 
cated weekly news program 
produced by NBC News, and 
regular commentator on NBC's 
"Today" show, will deliver the 
address at the main Com- 
mencement ceremony at 
8:30 a.m. May 16 in Brookings 
Quadrangle. 
Other speakers are: 
Katie Banister, motivational 
speaker on disability education, 
for the Program in Occupa- 
tional Therapy at 1 p.m. May 16 
at Graham Chapel. 
David W.Derjen (A.B. '70, 
J.D. '73), WUSTL trustee, for 
the School of Law at Mudd 
Field immediately following the 
main Commencement cere- 
mony. 
Julie Gerberding, M.D., 
director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, for the School of Medicine 
at 3 p.m. May 16 in the Ferrara 
School, also in Medellin. 
He completed a radiology 
residency at WUSTL's Mallin- 
ckrodt Institute of Radiology 
and a radiation therapy fellow- 
ship at the M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston. 
Perez joined the faculty in 
1964 as an instructor and 
became a professor in 1972. He 
was named director of the 
Radiation Oncology Center in 
1976 and head of the Depart- 
ment of Radiation Oncology in 
2001. 
He served as department 
head until his retirement in 
2004. 
A productive researcher and a 
prolific writer, he published 
more than 350 scientific articles 
and contributed to more than 
43 textbooks. 
Perez is married to Susie 
Bradshaw Perez and has three 
children — Carlos S., Bernardo 
and Edward — and three grand- 
children. 
Also at Commencement, 
approximately 100 alumni from 
the Class of 1958, celebrating 
their 50th reunion, will march in 
the opening procession. 
For the 28th consecutive 
Commencement, the program 
will begin with music by The 
Mighty Mississippi Concert 
Band of St. Louis, under the 
direction of Dan Presgrave, 
music director/conductor of the 
Washington University 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
Washington University Wind 
Ensemble and the St. Louis 
Wind Symphony. 
Nathan Ruggles (B.M. '99, 
M.M. '03), teacher of applied 
music in Arts 8c Sciences, will 
sing "America the Beautiful." 
Karan Chopra, president of 
the senior class, will deliver the 
student Commencement 
greeting. 
Conferral of academic 
degrees will follow, with the 
deans of each of the schools and 
Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., execu- 
tive vice chancellor, dean of Arts 
8c Sciences and the Barbara and 
David Thomas Distinguished 
Professor in Arts 8c Sciences, 
assisting Wrighton. 
After the conferral of degrees, 
Wrighton will deliver his mes- 
sage to the Class of 2008. 
Courtney Dey, who will 
receive a master of music degree, 
will conclude the ceremony by 
singing the "Alma Mater." 
Afterward, the University's 
schools will hold receptions for 
graduates and their guests. 
Kling memorial service set for June 1 
A memorial service for Merle 
Kling, Ph.D., former provost, 
executive vice chancellor, dean of 
the Faculty of Arts 8c Sciences 
and professor of political science 
in Arts 8c Sciences, will be held at 
3 p.m. June 1 in Whitaker Hall 
Auditorium. A reception will fol- 
low in the Whitaker Hall Atrium. 
In addition to the scheduled 
speakers, guests will be invited to 
share their memories of Kling. 
He died April 8 of esophageal 
cancer in St. Louis. He was 89. 
A scholar of the governments 
and politics of Latin America 
and comparative politics, Kling 
was the author of two books — 
."The Soviet Theory of Inter- 
nationalism" (1952) and 
"A Mexican Interest Group in 
Action" (1961) — and a con- 
tributor to numerous profes- 
sional journals. 
Kling joined WUSTL in 
1946 as a lecturer in political 
science. Soon after his arrival, 
he advanced to instructor and 
was named assistant professor 
in 1950, associate professor in 
1954 and full professor in 1961. 
He twice served as dean of 
the Faculty of Arts 8c Sciences, 
from 1966-69 and 1973-76, 
when he assumed the position 
of provost. In 1980, he received 
the additional title of executive 
vice chancellor. 
For more information on 
the memorial service, call Erin 
Farrell at 935-6917 or e-mail 
klingmemorial@wustl.edu. 
Speaker 
Chopra will attend 
medical school this fall 
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my decisions and my life," 
Chopra said. "I am fortunate to 
have a good family life, and I am 
a happy person. I try to make 
those around me happy. I don't 
complain about things, I just 
work harder." 
Chopra has put smiles on faces 
and helped others through the 
leadership roles and activities he 
has engaged in at WUSTL. He 
enrolled in the freshman summer 
academic program before his 
freshman year and subsequently' 
became a program adviser. He 
also served as vice president of 
Wayman Crow Residential 
College in his first year and, the 
following spring, was elected 
treasurer of his class. 
He has tutored students in 
chemistry, mentored inner-city 
youth and served as vice presi- 
dent of his junior class. 
"Karan adds a humorous and 
positive attitude to everything he 
does," said classmate Andrew 
Agins, who will graduate with a 
bachelor's degree in economics 
and political science, both in Arts 
8c Sciences. 
As vice president of the senior 
class, Agins has worked closely 
with Chopra, contending that "his 
ability to be both a leader and a 
team player is what makes him 
such a good class president. He 
Commencement speakers 
Theatre at America's Center, 
701 Convention Plaza. 
Bob Hangman, associate 
professor of architecture in the 
Sam Fox School of Design 8c 
Visual Arts, for the College of 
Architecture/Graduate School 
of Architecture 8c Urban 
Design Diploma Ceremony in 
the Brookings Drive Mall 
immediately following the 
main Commencement cere- 
mony. 
Noerine Kaleeba, co- 
founder of The AIDS Support 
Organization (TASO), for the 
Program in Physical Therapy 
at 1:30 p.m. May 16 in The 
Sheldon Concert Hall, 
3648 Washington Blvd. 
David Konig Ph.D., profes- 
sor of history and of African 8c 
African American studies and 
director of the Legal Studies 
Program, all in Arts 8c Sciences, 
and professor of law in the 
School of Law, for the College 
of Arts 8c Sciences at 10 a.m. 
May 15 in the Athletic 
Complex. 
Ronald Leax, the Halsey 
Cooley Ives Professor of Art in 
the Sam Fox School of Design 
8c Visual Arts, for the College of 
Art/Graduate School of Art 
Recognition Ceremony at 8 p.m. 
May 15 in Graham Chapel. 
John (Jade) Lynch m (HAP 
'85), president and CEO of Main 
Line Health, for the Health 
Administration Program at 
6 p.m. May 16 in KemoH's 
Restaurant, One Metropolitan 
Square. 
James M. McKervey Ph.D., 
senior professor of chemical 
engineering and former dean, for 
the School of Engineering 8c 
Applied Science Graduate 
Recognition Ceremony at 2 p.m. 
May 16 in Edison Theatre. 
Cathy Minehan, managing 
director at Arlington Advisory 
Partners, for the John M. Olin 
School of Business Graduate 
Diploma and Awards Ceremony 
at 3 p.m. May 16 in the Athletic 
Complex. 
Susan I. Rotroff, Ph.D., the 
Jarvis Thurston and Mona Van 
Duyn Professor in the Hu- 
manities and chair and professor 
of classics, all in Arts 8c Sciences, 
for the Graduate School of Arts 
8c Sciences in Edison Theatre 
immediately following the main 
Commencement ceremony. 
David K. Sherman (BSBA 
'87), founder and managing 
principal at Cohanzick 
creates a motivating environment 
around him," Agins said. 
A favorite activity for Chopra 
has been performing in Diwali, the 
Indian fall "Festival of Light" sig- 
nifying victory of good over evil. 
Chopra has performed in Diwali 
for three years and co-wrote and 
co-directed the 2007 production. 
The sum of his undergraduate 
experiences has been nothing less 
than inspirational. 
"We come out of Washington 
University as top graduates and 
hold the future of this nation in 
our hands," Chopra said. "It is up 
to us to ensure that it continues to 
remain prosperous. This is a great 
country." 
Chopra plans to lead by exam- 
ple. In fall, he will attend the 
University of Maryland School of 
Medicine, working toward his life- 
long goal of becoming a doctor. 
He knows the journey will be 
challenging. A strong desire to 
help others, however, and personal 
motivation will help ease the way. 
"I have seen members of my 
family suffer from illness," Chopra 
said. "They came to the US. from 
India to get the best treatments. 
My grandfather has a cancer that 
came back after 11 years in remis- 
sion. And my aunt and other rela- 
tives have traveled here for med- 
ical care. 
"Things might have been dif- 
ferent if I had seen medicine fail," 
Chopra said. "But the physicians 
who treated my family were very 
competent and caring." 
Chopra hopes one day to 
model this care. "Washington 
University has prepared me for 
this," he said. "I'm ready." 
Management LLC, for the 
John M. Olin School of 
Business Undergraduate 
Diploma and Awards 
Ceremony in the Athletic 
Complex immediately follow- 
ing the main Commencement 
ceremony. 
Fred Ssewamala, Ph.D., 
(MSW '99, Ph.D. '03), assistant 
professor of social work, Co- 
lumbia University, and senior 
research fellow, New America 
Foundation, for the George 
Warren Brown School of 
Social Work in Graham 
Chapel immediately following 
the main Commencement 
ceremony. 
Harriet Stone, Ph.D., pro- 
fessor of French, director of 
the Program in Comparative 
Literature and coordinator of 
the Master of Liberal Arts pro- 
gram, all in Arts 8c Sciences, 
for the University College 
Recognition Ceremony at 
7:30 p.m. May 14 at May 
Auditorium in Simon Hall. 
Chancellor MarkS. 
Wrighton for the School of 
Engineering 8c Applied Science 
Undergraduate Recognition 
Ceremony at 2:30 p.m. May 15 
in the Athletic Complex. 
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BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
enry Biggs, Ph.D., associ- 
ate dean in Arts & Sci- 
ences and director of 
undergraduate research, 
is a bit of a Renaissance 
man. 
Born in St. Louis, Biggs earned 
a bachelor's degree in Latin from 
Harvard University, traveled in 
Germany and France, swam the 
English Channel, released three 
rap CDs under the moniker 
Headmess, completed a business 
degree at night with three children 
at home and is attending law 
school. Biggs also is adviser to the 
Thurtene Carnival, fluent in three 
languages and completed a 
50-mile run at 12,000 feet with 
no map or aid stations. 
And with all that on his 
resume, the focus of Biggs' passion 
these days is something a bit more 
down-to-earth — undergraduate 
research. 
Biggs was asked in 2004 to 
explore the possibility of an 
undergraduate research office on 
campus. The first Undergraduate 
Research Symposium, held that 
year, featured eight students pre- 
senting their work to a small 
group of supporters. The most 
recent symposium was held April 
28 at the Saint Louis Art Museum 
Idea collector 





Title: Associate dean in Arts & 
Sciences and director of under- 
graduate research 
Hobbies: Running. Biggs has qualified 
for the Boston Marathon three times, 
completed 11 marathons and finished 
his first 50-mile ultramarathon in 
August. 
Biggest dare ever completed: Biggs 
swam the English Channel in 1988. 
Did you know: Biggs has released 
three rap CDs under the name 
Headmess. 
and included work by more than 
170 students from each of the 
Danforth Campus' five schools. 
To say that undergraduate 
research at the University has blos- 
somed under Biggs is an under- 
statement. 
"I think the growth in presen- 
tations at the symposium is excit- 
ing but perhaps a bit misleading 
because most of the research has 
always been there; I have just been 
able to help to collect it," Biggs 
says. 
"This is probably the most fun 
and most rewarding job I could 
have," he says. "I feel I'm well suit- 
ed to it. It's an opportunity to 
learn in all sorts of different areas. 
I really enjoy the different academ- 
ic disciplines and want to under- 
stand them more, so it's like I've 
died and gone to heaven with this 
job. And students constantly pres- 
ent new ideas about things that 
matter to the world." 
This year's symposium featured 
a robotics presentation, a peanut- 
butter maker and a hybrid car. 
It also included presentations 
on sculpture, dance, film, book- 
binding, art, business, engineering 
and science. 
"There is no question that peo- 
ple are becoming more aware and 
getting more involved in under- 
graduate research," Biggs says. 
"And I'm excited about that, but, 
because of my background in the 
humanities, I also get excited 
about seeing more and more proj- 
Henry Biggs, Ph.D., associate dean in Arts & Sciences and director of undergraduate research, exam- 
ines the presentation of senior Matt Riedel, a psychology and biology double major in Arts & Sciences, 
during the spring Undergraduate Research Symposium. Riedel's project was on the link between aero- 
bic exercise and increased cognitive performance and reduced stress. Biggs organizes the biannual 
symposium. "This is probably the most fun and most rewarding job I could have," Biggs says. 
The Biggs family: Henry Biggs; wife, Theresa; and children (from 
left) Charlie, 10; Jack, 14; Thomas, 3; and Laura, 12. 
ects coming out of social science 
and humanities." 
From deep snow 
to St. Louis, Mo. 
After growing up in St. Louis, 
Biggs earned a bachelor's degree 
in classics from Harvard Univer- 
sity. He then studied French for 
two years at the Sorbonne, fol- 
lowed by another year in Ger- 
many. 
In Paris, he was dared to swim 
the English Channel. 
An avid long-distance runner 
since high school, Biggs had com- 
pleted a triathlon before heading 
to Europe. He thought the 2.5- 
mile swim was the easiest part. 
When someone dared and then 
double-dared him to swim the 
Channel, he jumped at the chance. 
"The unfortunate thing was 
that I spent three hours a day 
looking at the bottom of a pool 
training for the Channel and 
another five hours studying. I 
didn't get to see much of Paris," 
Biggs jokes. 
After returning from Europe, 
Biggs^was hired as a teaching assis- 
tant in French at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, where he 
earned a master's degree and doc- 
torate in Romance linguistics, the 
latter in 1996. 
He met his wife, Theresa, at 
UCLA before accepting his first 
job at Houghton College, near 
Buffalo, N.Y. He was asked to 
chair the French department, 
which he enjoyed. The winters 
were a different story. 
"Theresa is from San Diego," 
he says. "The first Thanksgiving in 
New York, we got 37 inches of 
snow over two days at Thanks- 
giving. Needless to say, those years 
were not her favorite, and she still 
hasn't let me live it down." 
After four years at Houghton 
— where he helped expand the 
French program from two majors 
to 20 — he came to WUSTL in 
1999. 
James E. McLeod, vice chancel- 
lor for students and dean of the 
College of Arts & Sciences, knew 
of Biggs through Biggs' family. 
Biggs' grandmother attended 
WUSTL, and his parents both 
earned doctorates from the 
University. 
"Jim (McLeod) and Sharon 
Stahl, associate dean in the 
College of Arts & Sciences, were 
aware that I was toiling in the 
winter wilderness, and they took 
mercy on me," Biggs says. 
"Theresa still brings flowers to 
them every year in gratitude!" 
One of Biggs' first duties as 
assistant dean was to help start the 
Praxis Program, a curriculum that 
combines the analytical reading, 
writing and thinking skills of a 
liberal arts education with other 
marketable skills, like a foreign 
language. 
Biggs also was asked by 
McLeod to help move student 
course evaluations online. 
"That's been very exciting," 
Biggs says. "Last year, we were 
able to get a donor to give $1 per 
online evaluation to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters; this semester, we have 
a similar incentive program for 
extrahands.org, a group that 
works to help those suffering 
from ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease). 
"We have been able to raise 
over $50,000 this year for charity 
through the evaluations system, 
which gives a whole new side to 
the program. It's a great way for 
us to engage the civic spirit of our 
students and give back to the 
community at the same time," 
he says. 
Always looking for new ways 
to help students learn, Biggs 
began turning puzzles for stu- 
dents into rap lyrics during his 
"Rap of Ages" class. That led to 
CDs and several live, off-campus 
performances under the name 
Headmess, though Biggs hasn't 
performed in the past five years. 
"I was flattered by the atten- 
tion it all received," Biggs says, 
"but, really, it was just another 
way for me to get through to stu- 
dents and to present the material 
in what I thought was a more 
interesting way." 
Biggs says working at the 
University has been "spectacular." 
"I think I have one of the most 
ideal bosses in Jim McLeod," he 
says. "He's always been very flexi- 
ble and has given me different 
challenges, which keep me off- 
balance. But I enjoy being asked 
to do more." 
And doing more he is. 
After Jim Burmeister, executive 
director of University relations 
and Commencement, stepped 
down in 2006 following 35 years 
as adviser to the Thurtene Junior 
Honorary and Thurtene Carnival, 
Biggs stepped in. He now helps to 
plan and supervise the nation's 
largest and oldest student-run 
carnival. 
Jill Stratton, associate dean of 
students and director of residen- 
tial academic programs, says 
Biggs has contributed immensely 
to the undergraduate experience 
at the University. 
"Dean Henry Biggs exudes 
endless positive energy!" says 
Stratton, who has worked with 
Biggs in his role as a faculty associ- 
ate on the South 40. "From his 
creative approach to course evalu- 
ations to his focus and enthusiasm 
for undergraduate research, it is a 
joy to see Henry in action. His 
commitment to student success 
inspires and motivates all who 
come into contact with him." 
Still a student, 
still a runner 
Biggs earned a master's in busi- 
ness administration degree from 
WUSTL in 2004, becoming the 
final member of his family to 
earn a degree from the Univer- 
sity. He now is enrolled in his 
first year of law school at Saint 
Louis University. 
"I found that the MBA did 
great things for my understand- 
ing of how to work in Arts 
& Sciences," Biggs says. "That's 
one of the main reasons I'm in 
law school. Frankly, it's killing 
me, and there's no specific pur- 
pose for it, but I know that the 
knowledge is good to acquire." 
Biggs hopes to earn that 
degree by 2011. 
"It's better to have law school 
take a long time so I can spend 
more time with my kids," he says. 
The couple has four children: 
Jack, 14; Laura, 12; Charlie, 10; 
and Thomas, 3. 
When Biggs isn't in school, 
helping with Thurtene or plan- 
ning the next symposium, he still 
enjoys running. 
"It's my meditation," he says. 
He has qualified for the 
Boston Marathon three times, 
completed 11 marathons in all 
and finished his first 50-mile 
ultramarathon in August. 
"I found out the hard way 
that when super long-distance 
runners plan a race, they go all 
out," Biggs says. 
"This race was in Bozeman, 
Mont., on the Devil's Backbone 
Trail at 12,000 feet above sea 
level. I found out a week before I 
arrived that it was an unsupport- 
ed race, meaning there are no aid 
stations. And it was on an 
unmarked trail," he says. 
Despite getting lost several 
times, having to stop to filter 
water and walking the uphill por- 
tions, Biggs finished just short of 
16 hours. 
"My wife didn't go with me, 
so I had to drive myself the hour 
back to the hotel, and I had a 
very early flight the next morn- 
ing. When I got home, I basically 
stayed in bed for three days," he 
says. 
What other kind of hobby 
would you expect from a 
Renaissance man? 
